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Summer is here and even if you arent headed to the beach the warmer weather is a good excuse to teach your preschoolers about the ocean! The ocean is so fun to teach about because there are countless plants and animals for your preschooler to learn about and identify. I always find that with my preschoolers hands on activities are the best way to
learn and everyone ends up having a great time.Not only are hands-on activities great for learning, but they are also great for teaching fine and gross motor skills, team building, sensory building and getting the kids outdoors. Lets dive into some fun ocean themed activities for preschoolers! While youre creating beautiful ocean masterpieces and
crafting your childs favorite sea animals, its a great time to give them a little lesson about the ocean. Theres so much to learn and explore that your preschooler or toddler will love hearing all the new concepts about the ocean. When teaching about a new topic I like to focus on simple questions: Who? What? When? Where? Why? And How? This
allows your preschoolers to speculate and engage in the discussion. You can ask the following questions to see if they know or simply just teach the concepts and ask them if they remember later on: Who are the animals that live there? Why is the water salty? What do they eat? How do they breathe? How do the animals move? These are all really
great questions to ask and discuss while engaging in activities with your preschoolers. I love to listen to their answers and see what they already know about the ocean. Where do they sleep? How much of the ocean takes up the earth? What are high and low tides? How can you be safe in the ocean? Where do shells come from? Via Fun A Day In this
fun activity preschoolers get to be hands on and you have the simplicity of using items your preschooler probably already has! All you need are ocean animals and water beads. You can have your preschooler sort the sharks from the fish, discuss how sharks can breathe underwater, but whales cannot. The conversations are endless! Via Rooted
Childhood This activity would be so much fun to do on a hot summer day. All you have to do is freeze plastic sea creatures in a muffin tin and then let your preschooler dissolve the ice with salt and a little bit of water. There are sure to be lots of giggles! You can even have a friendly competition to see who can rescue the most animals. How cool is this
jellyfish in a bottle? Your preschooler will have such a fun time making this jellyfish. This activity would be a great way to show how a jellyfish moves, discuss the different parts of the jellyfish and if your kids are anything like mine they will be blown away that jellyfish dont have eyes! Via Roaming Rosie A noodle bath is what preschooler dreams are
made of! In this activity you use noodles that are dyed different shades of blue and green to make seaweed. You can toss in a few plastic sea creatures and talk about what kinds of plants there are living in the ocean and what kinds of sea animals use them for homes and hiding places. This ocean themed activity will be a huge hit with your kiddos. Via
Pre-K Pages Who doesnt love playdough? Playdough is a great way to help develop and strengthen the muscles in childrens hands, all while creating and learning. Simply take some plastic sea creatures and roll them into the playdough. Ask your preschooler to identify what animal they found! Via Teach Preschool Your preschooler is sure to love this
fun ocean themed activity. Making these squishy bags is very simple and will provide tons of fun. Tape the sensory bags to the window for added light. Via Little Bins for Little Hands My preschooler absolutely loves slime and this fun activity is fun for little hands! Make ocean slime for under the sea fun! Via Teaching Littles Little ones love to get
messy! Add some ocean themed toys to blue jello and wallah, you have a fun sensory activity that provides lots of giggles and fun. Via Views from a Step Stool Let your preschooler go crazy with this fun ocean soap foam sensory bin. This activity is best to do outside and perfect for summer! Via Pre-K Pages Help your preschooler learn the letters of
the alphabet and dig for shells. Your preschooler will love digging for shells in this ocean themed activity! Via A Little Pinch of Perfect How fun is this mini aquarium in a bottle?! Help your preschooler engage in sensory play and identify different ocean animals. Explore the oceans depths with online underwater animal coloring games, where
imagination meets education. SplashLearn stands out as the go-to platform, offering a vibrant selection ofpreschool activitiesthat introduce kids to the wonders of marine life, from clownfish to sharks, in an engaging and interactive way. Kids learn about fascinating sea creatures and their habitats while having fun. Via Play To Learn Preschool I
absolutely love this ocean process art project. Painting with g-tips is great to help further a preschoolers grip on smaller objects! Via Sustain My Craft Habit My kiddos love these ocean themed coloring pages. After you are done cut the images out and string them up in their rooms for an under the sea display of their art! Via Crafts By Amanda Make
some fun and vibrant tropical fish with paper plates. The best part is that your kiddos can be creative and decorate their fish however they want! Via Simple Everyday Mom I love handprint crafts. They are a fun keepsake for you as a parent and my kiddos love seeing their hands as part of their artwork. Via Arty Crafty Kids Let your kiddo enjoy some
fun self expression with this jellyfish craft. I always enjoy seeing what colors kids like to choose when they are in control! Via Gluesticks Gumdrops Baby shark do do do do! This shark fin hat is so simple to make! Turn on the baby shark song and let your little ones dance! Via Glued to my Crafts Blog Seahorses are one of the most fascinating sea
creatures. This paper plate seahorse is so cute and your kids will love learning about these amazing creatures. Via Simple Everyday Mom This handprint crab is so cute and easy to do for kids. You can mix it up with some different colors of paper, stamps, etc for more fun! Via I Heart Arts N Crafts Your preschooler will love being able to see their craft
hung up in the window for all to see if you do this suncatcher jellyfish craft. Via Simple Everyday Mom If your kids like the movie Finding Nemo, they will love this clownfish craft. Let them color in the background for added fun! Via Fun Family Crafts If you have some extra paint and toilet paper rolls laying around this craft is for you! Ask your
preschooler to come up with their own color scheme and fish scale pattern! 24. Whale Craft Via Buggy and Buddy Whales are such cool animals and I think teaching about them is just as cool. Your preschooler will be amazed to know that some whales can stay underwater for as long as 90 minutes! Via Fun Family Crafts Your preschooler will love this
fun clothespin shark craft. You can even use different size clothespins for smaller and larger sharks! Via Little Bins for Little Hands This jellyfish craft is a cool way to help preschoolers learn about bioluminescent animals like jellyfish. Via Our Kid Things Kids love puffer fish, and lets face it.. They are really fascinating. This paper plate puffer fish craft
will be a great conversation starter about puffer fish. Via Honey Im Home DIY These beach themed pudding cups are so much fun anytime, but especially perfect for summertime ocean learning! Via Strength and Sunshine Your kiddos will love this vegan, allergy free, and grain free goldfish recipe and you will love how healthy they are! Via Natural
Beach Living Sometimes it can be hard to get your kiddo to eat their veggies, but who would be able to resist this cucumber boat? Via Sandy Toes and Popsicles If your kiddos are shark obsessed this treat is definitely for you! This shark bark is easy to make and your preschooler will love getting to help! Via Pre-K Pages Enjoy this ocean themed turtle
snack with your preschooler while discussing fun turtle facts like the bottom of the turtles shell is called the plastron. Via The Love Nerds This shark bait snack would be perfect for watching a sea themed movie. Your kids will love the salty and sweet combo! Via Education.com Hide and seek is one of my preschoolers favorite games. I love this hide
and seek worksheet that will help your preschooler develop their investigative skills. Via 3 Boys and a Blog Cutting is an important skill for preschoolers to develop. Your little one will love this fish themed cutting practice worksheet! Via Plate in 28 Did you know that scallops can have up to 100 eyes?! This paper plate scallop craft is perfect if you
have some extra paper plates lying around! Via In the Playroom Help your preschooler perfect their pincer grasp with this fun fine motor fish collage! Via Life Over Cs I love this activity for fine motor skills. Have your preschooler add different animals to the pipe cleaner. For an added challenge have them add the animals in a pattern! Via Happy
Toddler Playtime Let your little one be a hero and rescue the sea creatures! Simply wrap up sea animals with pipe cleaners and rubber bands and let the fun begin. Via Buggy and Buddy Make this simple jellyfish craft with items you have around the house! You can use those leftover jingle bells from Christmas time to add some pizzazz! Via My Joy
Filled Life The rainbow fish is one of my favorite books. Even if you dont have the book, this activity will be so fun for preschoolers to make their own rainbow fish! Via Natural Beach Living Via Pink Oatmeal Yoga is always a hit in our house. This activity is perfect to engage your kids into stretching their little bodies and having fun while learning
about different animals that live in the ocean. Via Toddler Approved Get your little ones moving and grooving with this ocean animal movement activity. Show your little ones how to walk like a crab, jump like a dolphin and sing like a humpback whale! Via Typically Simple This activity combines science and art, which is always so fun! This experiment
will help kids learn how salt helps to melt ice! Via Buggy and Buddy Help your preschooler learn all about tide pools with this fun ocean themed activity! Via Christian Parent Are sounds louder underwater? This activity is great for teaching preschoolers about sound underwater and how animals communicate using high pitched sounds. Via I Can
Teach My Child When I think of the ocean, I always think of warm sunny weather. This activity will help to teach preschoolers about the cool part of the ocean and how the animals that live there survive and keep warm! Via Living Porpiousfully Lets learn the names of the zones in the sea! This activity will help kids to learn about where certain species
of animals spend most of their lives and how they live and eat. Via Prekinders My kiddos are always asking about whether different items are able to float or sink while playing in the bath. This activity would be so fun to help preschoolers learn about density and an objects ability to sink or float! Teach your preschooler this ocean themed song to the
tune of Take me out to the ball game. If your kiddos are anything like mine, they love learning new songs and rhymes. This set of ocean dot activities includes ten pages of FREE printables for dotting. You can use dot markers, stickers, stampers, or whatever else you want to complete these fun dot activities. Everything you need for your preschooler
or pre-k child to learn while having fun! These low-prep activities are perfect for centers and beyond. Teaching dozens of math and literacy concepts, they will never get bored! It doesnt matter which activities you choose to do with your preschooler, he or she is bound to have a blast and learn so much! If you try any of these 50 ocean themed
activities let me know in the comments which is your favorite! Happy learning! Marissa is a pediatric Occupational Therapist and mom of three children. She started this website to help moms, teachers, homeschool parents, and therapists find resources and ideas to teach their young children and students through play-based learning.Are you
teaching an ocean theme in your preschool classroom or homeschool? Keep reading for the most skill building Under the Sea preschool activitiesaround!We are a participant in the amazon services llc associates program, an affiliate advertising program designed to provide a means for us to earn fees by linking to amazon.com and affiliated
sites.Thispostcontainsaffiliatelinks. Click HERE to read our full disclosure.UNDER THE SEA PRESCHOOL ACTIVITIESOne of the coolest themes to teach (whether youre homeschooling or teaching in a preschool or kindergarten classroom) isUnder the Sea. Little ones are fascinated with learning about and participating in activities about creatures
that live in the sea such as orcas, dolphins, blue whales, and sharks. The exploration of these and other sea creatures will lead to interactive STEM play! So get ready to dive underwater to build new skills!Keep reading for over 20 ocean-related activities for your preschool, pre-k, and kindergarten students. These ideas include literacy, math, and
hands on activities. Grab yourprintables for math & literacy here. Oh, and theres a freebie, too!If you want a copy of my early themes (including an editable version where you can type in your own themes),check out this freebie.(*Please note: You will need todownloadthis file to your computer and then open it with Adobe in order to add your own
themes. You cannot add your themes from your web browser.)Before you get started with your ocean theme, make sure you have your books all ready to go! You can check out our favorite books for this theme inthis post. There are over 40 books for you to choose from! Make sure to request these from your local library (or order them from Amazon) a
few weeks before you start your theme.Youre definitely going to want to start your ocean theme with these vocabulary cards! Do your littles know the difference between an orca and a dolphin? How about a seal and a manatee? These cards are the perfect way to introduce your little learners to the 15 sea-related words theyll be learning about over
the course of the unit. You can use these vocabulary cards in your writing center, as a Write the Room activity, or as a picture match.For Write the Room or Color the Room, you can hide the under the sea vocabulary word cards around the room for your little ones to find. (You could also hide them in a sensory bin as an option). Have your little one
match the card to the picture on the activity page. They can choose to write the word on the correct line, color the matching picture, or simply circle the picture that is a match.Syllable awareness is an important phonological awareness skill that little ones need to become strong readers. This activity uses the vocabulary cards to help little ones hear
and count the syllables in sea creature names. They will say the name, clapping once for every syllable. Then they will move their game piece that many spaces on the game board. After someone wins, they can sort the cards according to the number of syllables in the name.Little ones will pick letter cards (either upper or lower case) from a sensory
bin of blue rice and try to put them in alphabetical order. As they get more proficient, you can add more letter cards for them to put into ABC order. Finally, they can glue the ordered cards on a piece of paper for some fine motor skill practice.There are many ways to sort sea creatures, but in this activity it will be by whether they are mammals or not.
Talk with your little ones and watch this YouTube video to help them understand the differences (there are five). Then they will try to sort the sea creature vocabulary cards and place them on the correct side of the mat. Can they tell you names of other mammals that they know?This activity has little ones choosing a picture card, using the picture
code to figure out the letters in their CVC word, and placing them on the mat. Then they can blend the sounds together to read the word. Can they tell you if the words are real or nonsense? Are they able to put the words in alphabetical order? You can do so many extension activities with this game!Little ones will be choosing a picture card for this
activity and saying the two words that the pictures represent (such as mop and map). They will have to decide if the beginning, middle, or end sound has been changed between the two words. Last they will place a play dough ball in the colored circle under the changed letter sound. This activity is a wonderful way to work on phonemic awareness,
which is a crucial skill if you want your little one to become a strong reader!Before doing this activity, review compound words with your little ones. They will spin a spinner to find the first part of the compound word and look for the pictured last part on the mat. Finally, they will choose the picture card that shows the compound word they created.
For more fun, your little ones can make nonsense compound words by combining unusual combinations such as snowshelf. Have them draw pictures of their nonsense compound words!Little ones LOVE to color by code! They will have to look at the pictures in the key, say the name, and decide what the beginning sound of the name is. Then they will
color in the spaces with the color that corresponds to the picture while saying the beginning sound. If able, have them tell you other words that start with the same beginning sound.These FREE Animal Alphabet Cards include LOTS of ocean animals (like ]J is for Jellyfish and O is for Octopus) and can be used for all sorts of letter recognition
activities.This activity (along with all of our freebies!) can be downloaded from the Free Activity Library. If youre already a member of our email community, you can click HERE to head to the Free Activity Library, enter your password (its on your most current email from me), and download your copy! If youd like to join our email community &
receive the password as my way of saying THANK YOU for joining, you can click HERE to subscribe. Once you enter your information, the password will be emailed to you within minutes. This activity uses a number strip that little ones will slide through the opening to indicate how many sea creatures they need to add to the ocean. For little ones who
are more advanced, there are addition and subtraction strips that they will solve before adding to (or subtracting from) their ocean.This subtraction activity uses a Ten Frame so little ones can visually see what subtraction is. They will start by filling in all ten boxes with fish (we used blue gems but any small manipulative works!) in the sharks mouth.
Then they will choose a number card and remove that many gems and tell you how many are left. They can write the answer on paper and/or write the subtraction problem as well. This game will help your little ones recognize feelings by looking at different facial expressions. After talking about what feelings the jellyfishs different faces are showing,
have your little ones make the faces themselves. Then they will roll the dice and color in the circle above the correct jellyfish. Keep rolling until one jellyfish wins. Can they tell which feeling had the most circles and which one had the least? How many more or less? Practicing number recognition is way more fun when it includes scooping something!
Little ones will be feeding krill (colored rice or pop poms) to the Blue Whale. They will choose a number card, say the number, and feed that many scoops of krill to the whale. Have them make the sound of the whale while eating!This is another number recognition activity that includes one-to-one correspondence. Little ones will choose a fish card,
count the fish, and place the card on the correct box on the mat. For more fun, you can have them count out goldfish crackers to match the cards they choose.Heres another hands-on math activity that builds one-to-one correspondence. Little ones will feed the dolphin fish (small gems or pom poms) according to the number of fish on the card they
choose. Then they will write the number in the box to practice their handwriting skills.Little ones will be creating addition problems and solving them in a hands-on way with this activity! Using mini marshmallows to represent turtle eggs, they will choose an addition card and place the number of eggs indicated on the card in the circles on the mat.
Then they will count all the marshmallows to solve the problem. Talk about how two numbers (part + part) added together make the total (whole).This activity is good for practicing subitizing, which is the ability to recognize how many of something there is without counting each item. Little ones will choose a number and find the corresponding hand,
tally mark, and shark cards that show that number. They will also place the correct number of gems or small manipulatives on the ten frame. The more they practice subitizing, the more proficient they will become!Hands-on activities are always a lot of fun for little ones! This activity uses shaving cream that has been colored blue to represent the
ocean. Add blue gems and small ocean creatures and let your little ones have good, clean fun while using their imaginations to explore and get messy!This is another hands-on activity that inspires creativity in little ones. If you add water to the blue shaving cream in the previous activity, play time will be extended (plus it cleans up the sensory bin,
too!) Adding scoops or funnels to the water as well as gems and sea creatures will make playing in the water even more enjoyable.This is another activity that uses a sensory bin. This one uses kinetic sand for the beach and blue gems for the water. Add whatever sea related items you have to stimulate little ones imaginations. Read more in this
post.Fill a ziplock bag with blue hair gel and tape it shut, then tape it to a table. Have your little ones use their finger to write numbers and/or letters on the bag and then use gems to make the letter/number shape.This is a sensory bin activity that is filled with kinetic sand and buried blue gems that have letters on them. Little ones will uncover the
gems and say the letter and sound. Adding seashells to the sensory bin make it perfect for your Under the Sea theme!This art project goes along with the book The Pout-Pout Fish in the Big-Big Dark and is a super fun way to bring that story to life! Click here to see all the activities we love to do with that book!I hope these ideas helped you fill-in your
Under the Sea lesson plans for your preschool classroom or homeschool! All of the printables for this unit can be found in my Under The Sea Preschool Activity Pack. Click here to check it out!What types of under the sea preschool activities do you plan for your littles? Do you have any fun activities that would be great to add to this list? Comment
below or find me on Instagram [@littleslovelearningblog] and let me know!love these ideas? pin for later!Looking for more thematic units for your preschool classroom or homeschool? Check out all of our themes!Happy Learning! Have you ever watched as a child stares into an aquarium with awe? Whether it is the song Baby Beluga or the movie
Finding Nemo, kids love all things ocean! So you know theyll be eager to dive into this collection of ocean activities. Whether it is a science experiment to see how fish breathe underwater, an art lesson where students create their own underwater scene, or a writing prompt about the ocean, students will learn all about our watery planet. Come on in
the waters fine! FEATURED PICK Make a splashwith Wild Classrooms free Sea Turtles and Oceans Toolkit. This ready-to-use resource helps students learn aboutocean ecosystems by providing an educators guide, presentation,and fun, cross-curricular activities. You will also get bonus resources like quizzes and a video playlist, offering diverse ways
to enrich your lessons. It is a great way to build critical thinking skills and inspire a love for ocean conservation. Get WWFs Wild Classroom Sea Turtle ToolkitA Little Pinch of Perfect Turn an old water bottle into a mini-aquarium. Sand, shells, and plastic sea creatures bring the ocean to you anytime. Learn more: Ocean in a BottleFun Learning for
Kids Round up shells, toy sea animals, and maybe even a boat or two, then drop them into a bin of water. Every kid will enjoy splashing around while they learn! Learn more: Alphabet Ocean Sensory BinThe Imagination Tree Ask your friends and family to save their egg cartons in the weeks before you plan on doing this project. Once ready, have your
students paint their cartons. Finally, have them decorate their scenes using a variety of underwater objects and stickers. Learn more:Ocean in an Egg CartonSmithsonian Ocean Just as youd expect from the Smithsonian, this website is full of information, photos, and more ocean activities. Youll even find free lesson plans for teachersscore! Learn
more:Smithsonian OceanKC Edventures Learn the zones of the ocean with these clever bottles. Simply use food coloring to dye the water deeper shades of blue to represent the amount of sunlight that reaches each zone, then add a representative sea animal toy. Learn more:Ocean Zones for KidsA Little Pinch of Perfect Grab some blue paint sample
strips and label them to represent the ocean layers. Then add stickers or drawings of corresponding animals to each layer. Learn more:Ocean Zones CraftsLittle Bins for Little Hands This simple science experiment will help kids better understand how fish breathe underwater. Before beginning, pick your students brains to see what they already know
or suspect about how fish breathe. Learn more:How Do Fish Breathe?Living Porpoisefully Heres one more way to learn about the layers of the ocean. Use crepe paper to upcycle a plastic container, then get free printables at the link to add to your creation. Learn more:Ocean Zones Upcycled Craft Activity for KidsWildest Places Every streaming
service is loaded with nature documentaries. Disney+ has an especially robust collection thats perfect for kids. On Amazon, tryWildest PlacesorOcean Mysteries. Netflixs newOur Planet serieshas episodes on coastal seas and high seas.Marine Life Encyclopedia Looking for online ocean activities? Try the Marine Life Encyclopedia. Kids will get in-
depth information about all their favorite sea creatures, from sharks to otters. Learn more:Marine Life EncyclopediaLife Over Cs This cool demo uses hot and cold water mixed with a little food coloring to demonstrate how ocean currents form. (The plastic sea animals are just for fun!) Learn more:Ocean Currents SciencelLittle Bins for Little Hands A
layer of oil floating on the water helps make wave action more obvious. You can do ocean activities like this one in person or as an online demo. Learn more:Ocean WavesScience Kiddo Kids may be surprised to learn that its actually easier to float in salt water than fresh water. This experiment proves it! Learn more:Salt Water ExperimentBuggy and
Buddy This fun activity works equally well for little ones who are working on number recognition and slightly older students who are already working on addition. It will require a little bit of preparation on your end, but the end result is so fun! Learn more:Fishing for NumbersDive and DiscoverHomeschool Giveaways Want to explore a wide variety of
sea animals? Then grab this free printable 60-page notebook. Each page includes space for kids to fill in the information and add their own illustrations. Learn more:Ocean Animals Notebooking Research Journal2 Literacy Teachers Heres another way to explore sea creatures. Each student chooses their own favorite, then dives deep to learn all about
it. Have kids give a presentation, design a slideshow, or even make their own documentary. Learn more:Ocean Research ProjectBuggy and Buddy We love that this art project shows students a different way of using both paint and chalk or pastels. Begin by creating the sunset or ocean water with chalk or pastels, then dip your finger in white tempera
paint and watch as the color spreads. Finally, cut out ocean animals, coral reefs, or boats to add to your scene. Learn more:Ocean Scenes Using Chalk and Tempera PaintCraft Play Learn How adorable are these? They were made using wooden eggs, but plastic ones would work well too. Learn more:Ocean Creatures CraftLittle Bins for Little Hands
Pull out the tub of LEGO bricks and set kids free to create! Show them these pics for inspiration, then see what they can come up with on their own. Learn more:LEGO Sea CreaturesCrafty Morning Youll be surprised at how easy this impressive painting is to create. Pick up a bag of disposable forks and get ready for undersea fun! Learn more:Kids
Puffer Fish CraftPrimary Theme Park Heres another surprisingly easy ocean craft for kids. Cut disposable sponges into coral shapes, then stamp an underwater scene. Learn more:Coral Reef Art ProjectHunny Im Home If allergies arent a concern, you can whip up these adorable snacks for your students. If allergies are a concern, you can always send
the recipe home. Vanilla pudding dyed blue makes for perfect water, and graham cracker crumbs are the perfect stand-in for sand. Add some Swedish Fish and a little umbrella for good measure! Learn more:Cute Beach-Themed SnacksCrafting Chicks Starfish, more properly known as sea stars, come in a wide variety of sizes and designs. Have kids
sculpt their own from salt dough or Play-Doh. Learn more:Salt Dough Starfish Kids CraftKrokotak No whale craft is complete without a spout of water from the blowhole! All you need is a pack of paper plates to get started. Learn more:Paper Plate WhaleKC Edventures Did you know that blue whales are the largest creatureeverto have lived on Earth?
Theyre even bigger than dinosaurs! Head to the playground with some sidewalk chalk and a tape measure to see if you can draw a life-size blue whale model. Learn more:Outdoor Ocean STEM Activityl Heart Crafty Things The secret to this cool marbleized pattern? Shaving cream! This is one technique that never fails to impress. Learn
more:Seahorse Craft for KidsFirst Palette Kids will definitely love personalizing their beach scenes. You can use air-dry clay or salt dough to create the sand side of your ocean scene. Learn more:Mini Beach Craftl Heart Arts n Crafts Re-create the translucent bell of a jellyfish with tissue paper, then hang ribbon tentacles for a pretty ocean craft youll
love to display. Learn more:Suncatcher Jellyfish Kids CraftThe Best Ideas for Kids We love that this craft encourages reusing rather than throwing away since kids will be upcycling their favorite cereals box. Be sure to provide kids with plenty of variety in stones, colored card stock, etc., so they can really personalize their aquariums. Learn
more:Cereal Box Aquarium The Earths surface is made up of 71% water! Even if your students dont live near an ocean, they must learn about the lively underwater world. How can you teach your preschoolers about marine life so that they can gauge what life under the sea is like? To help them learn about the ocean, weve provided you with 47 hands-
on sea life activities; from sensory tables to math and science experiments, theres certainly an idea for everyone. So, educators- dive right into these marine-inspired activities and take your students on an underwater adventure! Mix baking soda and vinegar to create fizzy ocean water and invite your kids to explore marine life at their water table!
Add seashells and sea creature toys for sensory play and to enhance their knowledge of ocean animals and scientific reactions. Learn More: Parenting Chaos Create mesmerizing ocean scenes in bottles with your kids using just a few simple materials. Once theyve added everything to the bottle, theyll shake to mix, and then watch the colorful waves
crash and lap at the sides of the bottle. This is a great calming activity with an engaging, take-anywhere result. Learn More: And Next Comes L Discover how yoga can help your children swim through life with smiles by immersing them in an engaging underwater yoga adventure. Here, theyll join aquatic animals to strengthen, stretch, and relax.
Learn More: YouTube In this activity, your kids can explore how sound travels through the water with a simple experiment. Theyll submerge objects in a bucket of water and listen through a makeshift, underwater hydrophone. As a result, theyll discover that sound is louder and clearer underwater- while also learning how whales and fish hear in their
aquatic world. Learn More: Still Playing School We love this engaging, hands-on learning experience that has real-world implications. Engage your kids in an exciting science investigation of oil spills and their disastrous effects before then inviting them to experiment with ways to contain and clean up the spill using common materials. Learn More:
Science Sparks Grab blue paint, tissue paper, glue, and sand, and let your students imagine theyre at the beach with this process art piece. Theyll love crumpling tissue paper to create waves and adding sand and starfish to round off their artwork. Learn More: Stay-At-Home Educator Heres a fun way to spend the afternoon- invite your kiddos to craft
sparkling, tropical fish! Task your students with cutting and shaping foil in the shape of sea creatures. Then, theyll add color and texture before gluing everything onto blue construction paper. This engaging craft is easy, recyclable, and perfect for little hands. Learn More: Confessions of a Homeschooler This easy ocean-themed activity takes 30
seconds to set up and leads to 30 minutes of sensory and scientific fun for your little ones. Freeze a few plastic sea creatures in a bin and have your kids rescue them from the frozen blocks by chipping and melting the ice away with different tools. Learn More: Mas and Pas Using animal nomenclature cards is one of the best tools for teaching your
students about sea life. This hands-on, Montessori approach will allow them to see pictures and names and match the cards accordingly; learning word recognition and boosting their knowledge of marine life! Learn More: Twinkl A fun, open-ended craft to explore textures and colors; this activity invites your children to create colorful, sticky fish!
Youll start by cutting cardstock fish and mounting them on contact paper. Your kids will then add tissue paper, foil, and gems. Once complete, you can display their artwork in a window or leave them up for another sticky wall activity. Learn More: Toddler Approved Create an engaging ocean zone jar to teach your kids about ocean layers and density.
To do so, theyll create colorful layers that represent the oceans zones and explore the fantastic creatures that inhabit each one. Learn More: PBS Heres a fun activity that pairs with the picture book, Im the Biggest Thing in the Ocean. After reading, your little ones can compare the sizes of sea creatures and order the picture cards from smallest to
biggest. They can also use the ocean matching cards to play a memory game! Learn More: Rainy Day, Mum In this fossil activity, your preschoolers can create lasting keepsakes with seashells that theyve found on the beach. Start by making salt dough with your students. Then, have them choose seashells or plastic sea animals to lightly press into the
dough; making unique fossil imprints by doing so. Finally, bake the dough to harden it and capture the memory of collecting by the seashore. Learn More: The Imagination Tree Turn coffee filters into sea animals with this colorful craft! Your preschoolers will choose the outline of sea turtles, starfish, or shells that you wouldve pre-cut from
construction paper. Then, theyll color them in with markers and attach them to the back of the outline. Once assembled, they can be displayed in the sunny windows of your classroom. Learn More: Hawaii Travel With Kids Heres an exciting project that brings to life the vibrant colors of coral reefs. This easy art project allows your students to make
colorful underwater scenes with just sponges, cardstock, and paint! Learn More: Primary Theme Park Create magical ocean slime with your kids! Mix clear and blue glues, water, liquid starch, and food coloring for a sparkly sensory adventure. Then, have them add ocean animal figurines for an immersive ocean experience that wont be soon
forgotten. Learn More: The Frugal Navy Wife Engage your children in discovery as you clean beautiful seashells together; observing shapes and colors. Keep them engaged by researching the mysterious creatures that once inhabited the various shells. Learn More: Bright Horizons Those empty bins come in handy when its time for your preschoolers
to have some sensory play time! Whipped sea foam can be made by mixing soap and water until peaks form! Your kids will love experiencing the bubbly texture and watching as the magical foam melts away as they play. Learn More: FunShine Blog This hands-on activity will teach your learners to classify different seashells by way of size, shape, and
color. You can even complete this activity by using a few plastic sea creatures! Learn More: Sempre Clarisse Your kiddos will love making simple tide pool art and adding natural sand will provide some sensory fun! Perfect for ocean units; this craft invites your little ones to observe sea life by drawing and painting it and then gluing sand around the
border to complete their coastal-themed art. Learn More: Buggy and Buddy This numbered sea creature will help your students develop their number sense abilities! Theyll simply assemble an octopus by cutting and gluing tentacles onto a piece of paper displaying a pre-drawn octopus head. Then, theyll practice counting by labeling and numbering
the tentacles and adding the corresponding number of stickers to each. Learn More: All Kids Network Heres a science lesson that will excite your students by bringing an underwater concept out of the blue and making it easy to understand! Let them discover how fish breathe by pouring oxygen-filled water through a filter; simulating how actual fish
gills extract oxygen from water. Learn More: Como Zoo Conservatory This engaging summer activity invites your kids to dissolve seashells in vinegar; visually demonstrating how acid affects calcium carbonate. Theyll love watching the shells dissolve, and bubbles form in this hands-on chemistry lesson that sneakily educates them on ocean
conservation. Learn More: Tinas Dynamic Homeschool Plus Introduce your preschoolers to an exciting new art techniqueblow painting! They can create colorful coral reefs and seal animal habitats with straws, paint, and paper. This fun sensory activity invites them to explore their creative limits by experimenting with angles, colors, and different
blowing techniques. Learn More: Trusted Tech Experts Stir up your students imaginations with vibrant, ocean-hued playdough! They can even sprinkle in a dash of magic with glitter to capture the oceans shimmer and toss in some mini sea critters to sculpt their own underwater realm. Learn More: Buggy And Buddy Guide your little ones in piecing
together an ocean-like collage! Using magazines, newspapers, stickers, and other bits and bobs- they can build an underwater masterpiece. In the end, have them share fascinating facts about each creature that theyve chosen to include. Learn More: Kimberly Farmer Mommyhood Heres a fun tutorial on how to draw a lighthouse! See how closely
your little ones can follow the instructions as they fashion their beacons of safety. Afterward, you can illuminate the importance of lighthouses by explaining the pivotal role they play for seafarers. Learn More: YouTube Immerse your little listeners in tales of underwater wonders. Choose from captivating tales like The Rainbow Fish or Commotion in
the Ocean, and set sail on a literary adventure. After your reading session, you can have your kiddos replicate the rainbow fish with paper plates and tissue paper. Learn More: Fun With Mama Let the gentle sounds of the ocean echo in your classroom by turning seashells into delightful musical instruments. Filled with dried beans or rice and sealed
securely, these shakers will have your little learners hands making waves of rhythm. Learn More: Seashell Music With a few simple materials like paper bowls and colorful tissue paper, you can turn your classroom into an underwater world! Once your students assemble these jellyfish, they can hang and twirl freely from any spot in your room. Learn
More: First Palette With this project, your kids will transform paper plates into charming sea turtles! After a splash of green paint, and with heads, tails, and flippers added, theyll have an array of oceanic friends who are ready for any adventure. Learn More: Parenting Chaos Your preschoolers will be even more excited for snack time when its a
voyage into the deep blue sea!! Serve up enticing blue jelly, reminiscent of ocean waves, thats been peppered with gummy fish, or perhaps sandwiches that have taken the playful form of our finned friends. Learn More: Food Network Heres an art project that is the epitome of tactile fun! Your students will use bubble wrap as their painting tool to
impart textured prints onto starfish cutouts. Learn More: YouTube Etch out a sensory-rich learning experience with a sand writing tray. Let your kiddos tiny fingers trace letters and numbers into the sand- a tactile practice thats sure to make writing more enjoyable. Learn More: Learn With Play At Home In this hands-on activity, number mats are
used to count objects like seashells and marine toys. Included are printouts of numbers represented numerically, in words, and arrays that your littles can also sort onto the correct mat. These counting exercises will certainly ignite their number sense with every sea creature they tally. Learn More: Fantastic Fun and Learning Entertain your little
ones with the rhythm of the sea! Introduce them to enchanting songs and rhymes like A Sailor Went to Sea and Down by the Bay. Learn More: YouTube Puzzles can be a great team-building activity, and these ocean-themed puzzles are no exception! Be it ones youve created or bought, watch as your little explorers enhance their problem-solving and
motor skills by piecing together the marine world with their classmates. Learn More: Amazon Liven up your learners day by having them feed this hungry shark! To set up play, youll need to craft a cardboard shark that has a wide open mouth, and then grab some plastic balls. Challenge them to feed the shark and practice their listening skills as you
call out a color and let them feed that color of ball to the shark. Learn More: Teachers Mag Let your young artists express themselves on an array of seashell treasures. With watercolors or tempera paint, watch as they turn each shell into a unique masterpiece. Learn More: YouTube Create a portable slice of the sea! Fill a ziplock with blue gel, add
mini marine creatures, and let your little ones be absorbed in this tactile ocean toy; exploring without getting wet. Learn More: Natural Beach Living Heres a great art project with little to no mess! Using vibrant clay, pipe cleaners, and various craft supplies, guide your kiddos in sculpting their very own intricate coral reef; celebrating the beauty of
marine biodiversity as they work. Learn More: YouTube These marine puppet printouts are the perfect addition to your classroom playbox! Task your kids with pasting these shadow puppets to some craft sticks. Then, with the lights off, theyll shine a flashlight spotlight onto the puppet and project it onto a blank wall. We bet that theyll be enchanted
by the imagery and quickly weave undersea tales with their theatrical play tools! Learn More: Adventure In A Box Color, texture, and a pinch of creativity! Supply your kids with colored sand and transparent containers- letting their artistic inclinations shine as they lay oceanic landscapes! Learn More: Amazon Time for some shimmering marine craft!
Hand out seahorse shapes cut from cardstock and task your little artists with outlining the body with glue. Then, theyll need to remove the cutout and add yarn on top of the glue. Finally, theyll embellish the center of the seahorse with sequins, sparkles, or sand and add a vibrant marine background to make their images come to life! Learn More:
Craft Project Ideas Your playful little ones will certainly get a kick out of playing ocean charades! Simply have them pick cards and emulate the graceful dance of a jellyfish or the spirited antics of a dolphin. Learn More: Darcy and Brian Here, your little ones will produce a seabed in this larger-than-life art project! With green paint and strands of
string or yarn attached to a stick, theyll replicate graceful seaweed by standing on large butcher paper and gracefully applying paint to their canvas seabed. Learn More: Learn Play Imagine Your early learners will adore using these sea life stamps for their next art project. Theyll certainly have fun picking their favorite marine creatures and then
using a palette of colorful paints to produce vibrant underwater scenes that are teeming with life. Learn More: AmazonLets do some kids ocean activities! Ocean crafts and printables are a fun way to connect with the ocean especially for those of us that live nowhere near a shoreline. Kids of all ages will find the perfect ocean craft project or fun ocean
themed activity for home or in the classroom. Lets make some ocean crafts today! Below you will find a huge selection of ocean activities that cover everything from shells, to ocean zones to fish. These activities really get your kids exploring and thinking about the sea life! Related: Download & print these ocean facts for kids, Living Sand Dollar
Beautiful on Top, Horrifying On the Bottom, & Best (& Cutest) Baby Shark Party Ideas We broke up this huge list of ocean activities into a few different sections to help it easier to navigate. They are (click to skip to that section): Lets make a fish craft today! Grab your colored paper and googly eyes! Your little one will be able to manipulate colorful
and decorated paper to make these super cute origami fish! This ocean animal craft is based on the Dr. Seuss book, One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish. Make an origami shark with a few strategic folds of your construction paper! Oh, and this easy shark craft turns into a corner bookmark. Does your child love sharks? Celebrating shark week?
Then youll love these shark crafts for kids. Youll be making sharks out of pool noodles! Dont forget the googly eyes and sharp teeth! Remember the storybook Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister? This rainbow fish craft is based on the story book! Use tissue paper to make your colorful fish as you enjoy the beloved childrens story. Another rainbow fish
craft! This is a great craft for preschoolers and requires very little prep time and only requires a few supplies. Cut out the outline of a fish with black construction paper, stick it on contact paper and let your child rip up construction paper and add in the scales. Learn about giant squids while youre doing this giant squid craft. All you need is an old t-
shirt, fabric paints, ribbon, stuffing, scissors, and of course the giant squid template. These cupcake liner crafts are adorable. Cupcake liners are such a versatile item. Theyre used for cooking and crafting! You will be using them to make a cupcake liner fish! Dont forget to paint a pretty background for them! They need a home too. This paper plate
fish craft is super easy even for toddlers or preschoolers. It is not quite origami, but very close, these paper fish are so cute and fun to make. You can even use this fish paper craft as decorations. Looking for some fin-tastic fish crafts? Here are 28 to choose from and they all look like a lot of fun. A fish mobile is super easy to make. All you need is clear
string, paper plates, tape, glue, pens, and polystrene fish. What is an aquarium shoe box? Well, it is your own personal aquarium made from a shoe box. Its super cute, grab your paints, paper, seashells, buttons and more. Then youll be stringing up the sea animals and fish so they float. This craft is based on the book If You Want To See A Whale by
Julie Fogliano. This ocean craft for kids is perfect for toddlers and preschoolers! You may need to cut out the boats and sun, though stickers would be great here. Under the seaunder the sea! Paint pictures under the sea! Stamp big orange fishes, add seashells, dolphins, starfish, crabs, seaweed, and even kelp! Lets make an octopus from a paper bag.
Paper plate crab crafts are colorful and fun to make. Lets make this cute turtle craft for preschool that starts with a cupcake liner. Making a handprint turtle is super easy. All you really need is a hand, green paint, blue paint, white paper, and a black marker! Orcas get a bad rep, and.its a little deserved in some instances, but this little guy looks so
friendly and happy! This orca craft is super easy to make, all you need is paint, a paper plate, googly eyes, and some scrap paper. Lets make an ocean craft in a fish bowl! We love this easy paper plate fish craft. Want to know how to make a paper plate fishbowl? Its super easy, however this ocean craft will require a little help from mom or dad. All
youll have to do is cut the paper plate in the shape of the fish bowl and draw a simple fish, the ground, and maybe a piece of kelp. Make this fish bowl craft for kids of all ages. Animals are not the only things in the water. Boats float in the water too! This boat craft lets you make a great big ocean liner! The best part is, it is made with recycled stuff
like toilet paper rolls and boxes. Watch your jellyfish in a bottle craft come to life! Lobsters are another sea creature I feel like doesnt get a lot of loveunless its being eaten, yum! This handprint lobster is super cute and is a great keepsake. wahh!! Shark puppet is now ready!! Crabs are such odd critters. Theyre very funny looking. So why not make
one using paper plates, google eyes, and construction paper, and red paint. This paper plate crab craft is perfect for preschool kids and kindergarteners. Starfishes are super easy to make. Cut out a star, paint it, and then add little star noodles for textures! Its actually super cute, and simple. Fish are not the only crafts to make! There are so many sea
animal crafts from crabs, urchins, fish, octopus, pufferfish, and more! Try making this beautiful sand mold craft without ever having to go to the beach. Make a family of sharks using your fingers! I actually really like this because it allows your child to easily make 5 cute little sharks. This fingerprint shark art is super cute, but will take a little work to
make them perfect! I adore this craft. Its super cute, colorful, and can be used as the most precious keepsake. Look at all the little fishies! And the crab looks so surprised. This fingerprint fish aquarium may be a little easier for older kids in kindergarten and up, but can be done with younger kids with a little help. Have you even painted with sand? If
not youre missing out. This sand painting is not only ocean themed, but doubles as a sensory craft as well. Looking for some awesome sea painting ideas? We found one for you! Ice painting! Freeze paint and plastic sea creatures to create awesomely messy art. Make a beautiful ocean scene using ink and tempera pain. This is a really unique craft, one
I think better suited to older kids. Probably first grade and up as pink can be a little unforgiving. Lets paint the ocean! I actually really like this tide pool art project. Its super cute. Grab your water colors, crayons, glue, and sand! Find the perfect stones to paint and then paint them to look like fish! Make them all of your favorite colors and dont forget
to add shiny fins so they get go to and fro. Rock painting is a lot of fun. Ever hear of tape resist? You use tape to keep paint clear of a certain area which is perfect since this clown fish painting is orange, white, and black. Keepsakes are the best and I love this particular one. It would be a great gift for mom, dad, grandma, or grandpa. Paint your little
ones hand and then stamp it on the tile and turn it into a colorful fish. Everyone will love this handprint fish tile keepsake. Grab potatoes and paint to do some ocean painting! Make water, fishes, starfishes, sea turtles and more! Who knew potatoes could be used as a stamp!?Reading is a great activity and an important one. Here are 10 ocean books
for kids! Each one has fun ocean facts for kids. There is an ocean yoga book called Commotion In The Ocean by Giles Andreae. This would be such a fun way to get your kids moving and stretching! Learn about the ocean and all the habitants that live there with these 40 childrens books about ocean animals. Promote pretend play with this super cute
jellyfish costume. You could also use it for Halloween or a costume contest. Help your child practice their fine motor skills with these under the sea lacing cards. Life at sea is a fun way to educate your toddler and preschool kids. Letter writing practice, phonogram sorting, phonogram writing, nautical nomenclature cards, counting and moreis what
your child will be learning. Using trays to learn with these ocean activities are such a cute idea. Each ocean tray has a different theme whether its figuring out patterns, sensory, fine motor skills, using stencils. Practice fine motor skills with this super fun ocean activity. This one will need some prep to it. You will need to make these colorful fish made
from baking soda. Then your child will use squeeze bottles full of vinegar to make them fizz.Teaching your preschooler numbers? Then youll love this preschool ocean counting activity. Stamp out the numbers into the sand and provide them shells to count. This would be a fun way to teach addition and subtraction as well. Pirates are also in the sea!
So if youre child loves pirates then they will love these activities! There are 16 fun activities your child will enjoy! Learn vocabulary words, phonograms, spelling words, match ups and more! Explore shells a little more closely with magnifying glasses! Look at all the different edges, ridges, colors, and textures! Sort them, match them, touch them,
listen to the ocean through them, there are so many shell activities! Use seashells, sand, and markers to put together this engaging seashell alphabet activity. Your child will have to dig for the shells and as they find them they can practice recognizing what letter it is. Bingo, sensory play, matching games, and shell sorting are just a couple of the fun
under the sea preschool activities! Get moving at the beach with this beach scavenger hunt! Can you find everything on the list? Learn about the ocean and ocean animals with these fun activities. Books, coloring sheets, lacing cards, and color matching ocean animals are just a few fun ocean activities that will help your little one learn about the
animals of the ocean. Learn about ocean animals with this fun card matching game! Match the pictures with the plastic ocean animals and their names spelled out. Learn about the ocean with all of these great ocean facts. These ocean facts are great for any kids, older or younger, who love the water and all the creatures and plants within! Teach art
and math by sorting shells! Sorting shells can help teach your child shapes, sizes, and colors. When the weather is nice, there is no better time to go to the beach. Swimming and building sand castles isnt the only thing you can do. Spend time doing beach yoga, it is good physical exercise and good for mobility. Put on a play with this ocean play box.
This is a super cute craft and activity. Add animals, their homes, and even a mermaid. Using double sided contact paper let your little one create ocean scenes. Use stickers, foam, pictures, shells, and more to make the ocean.Looking for fun shark activities for kids? There are plenty of them! From shark bingo, to shark sensory bins, shark crafts, and
more! Throw the best shark birthday party ever! Avoid the shark with a fun balance game. Do a shark bean bag toss, keep the shark away, and other fun party games! Speaking of shark week, youll want to check out these fun shark activities. From crafts, to games, sensory bins, and moreElemenop Kids has all the sharks crafts and activities. Shark
week has been going on for over 30 years and is beloved by many. So if youre kids are as excited about it as mine are youll want to check out these 10 easy shark week activities. Our ocean is in the bath tub with this ocean activity! What a cute game that gets your little one moving! This will take some DIY on your part making the ocean aka swing,
but as your child swings back and forth theyll have to toss fish into the bin (ocean.) Make your bathtub beach themed! Let your child decorate and paint with foam sheets, shaving cream, sea salt, bath toys, and a bath bomb. Looking for a fishing game for kids? Look no further! This DIY pipe cleaner fishing game is super easy! All you have to do is
make super cute sea critters out of pipe cleaners and then catch them with a magnet. Make bathtub fun with this fishing game! Bathtub fishing is easy to do. All you really need are magnets and a magnet attached to a homemade simple fishing pole. Learn about letters and words with this beachcomber game. All you need is large sea shells, chalk,
scrap wood or driftwood, alphabet stickers. Learn about the different zones of the ocean with this ocean habitat project. They will be learning about the 5 layers of the ocean: sunny zone, twilight zone, dark zone, abyss, and trench as well as what animals live in each level. Ocean water is salty and more dense than fresh water. Make salty ocean water
and teach your child about density and then, using a water bottle, make waves! Want to know why freshwater fish cant survive in the ocean and why saltwater fish are able to survive in saltwater? This salt water experiment will teach you why! Learn about tide pools and the tide with this fun science experiment. Youll be making your very own tide
pool and using water to simulate the tide so you can better understand how it works. Science and the beach go hand in hand. It is the greatest place to learn about marine biology after all. Here are 5 ways you can help teach your child science while youre at the beach. Ever wonder just how big a blue whale really is? Well you can get the answer with
this fun stem activity. On average they are between 70-90ft. Now, and make sure youre careful, youll be measure and drawing the blue whale out on the street using chalk. We know that blubber keeps animals warm and whales have a ton of it! Well, your child can learn about blubber in this blubber experiment.This ocean pack is free and it is a fun
way to teach your preschoolers! With these ocean lesson plans preschool kids will totally enjoy you get: 3 different parts with over 20+ worksheets! Math, fine motor skills, reading, problem solving, your child will be learning it all! This ocean printables pack is for children ages 2-7 and includes 73 activities! From practicing fine motor skills to
problem solving, counting, games, and moreit has it all. Jump in with this Montessori ocean unit! There are 2 different levels, each level has 20 pages. There are ocean themed worksheets for preschool kids and kindergarteners. Looking for some under the sea worksheets printables? Then youll want these ocean dot a dot printables. All you need is a



dot a dot marker to get started! Learn your ABCs, numbers, and more. Mermaid printables is a great way to learn! This mermaid unit includes 16 different activities and a number of fun mermaid printables, including a mermaid coloring sheet that allows you to make your own mermaid. Is you little one obsessed with sharks? Then use these shark
themed activities to help them learn with this shark unit. All together there are 14 different activities. Learn about sharks with this fun activity and printable. It doubles as a sensory activity, a game, and an education activity. These shark learning activities are perfect for any kids who loves sharks. These ocean animals help with math! Learn how to
subtract with these adorable shark week color by number printables. These ocean animal counters are a great way to teach your toddler, preschooler, and kindergartener how to count! These free number mats for lots of math fun! Your little one will be counting up to 10. Learn counting, lacing, and see actual sea turtles with these free sea turtle
printables. A printable number puzzle that is beach themed, how fun! Print it out, cut it out into the appropriate strips and then let your child figure out how to put it together in order. Practice counting, addition, and subtraction with these ocean kindergarten math worksheets. Each worksheet is themed with fish, whales, sea turtles, starfishes,
squids, and more.Learning to write can be tedious and boring, but it doesnt have to be. This ocean border writing paper is a lot fun! It has dolphins, fish, sharks, octopus, whales, jellyfish, and more! The ocean has so many different animals in it! Learn about the different animals with these free printable ocean word cards. Lets do an ocean maze! 53.
Ocean Coloring Pages Ocean animals teach early writing skills. Grab your coloring supplies, youll need them for this free printable shark color by number worksheet. The ocean is filled with sensory experiences! How awesome is this seaside ocean sensory bin? I love this and it is so simple to set up! Grab some scoops, shovels, plastic sea animals
(bath toys.) Now, this isnt a water sensory bin, rather, you will be using blue bath beads! Simple, easy, and is still fun ocean sensory play. This is a rather elaborate ocean sensory bin. Its made with fish tank pebbles, different types of toys, beads, pom poms, shells, buttons, and more. Its really cute. This ocean sensory bin helps teach your child
counting while engaging different senses! How unique! While this is an ocean sensory bin, it focuses on the coral reef. So what all is in this coral reef sensory bin? Shells, stones, pasta shells, figurines, coral, and scoops. Shaving cream sensory bins are so much fun because one, it is a fun texture. But two, you get to dig through the foam and find the
hidden items. In this bin youll be adding seashells and plastic ocean toys. Jello is perfect for an ocean sensory bin. This Jello sensory bin is made with blue Jello and has all sorts of sea critters hidden within it! This ocean floor sensory bin is filled with different types of beans, scoops, and plastic sea animals. Dig and search for them. Can you find them
all? These silly octopus have long rubbery legs. They are perfect for a water sensory bin with green water! You could also add other toys to your sensory octopus bin too if you wanted. This is such a fun sensory bin. This marine life sensory bin is filled with shells, plastic sea toys, scoops, buuuuut, it is also a lot of fun because it fizzes! It has baking
soda and vinegar and blue food coloring acting as the ocean. Yellow rice and brown rice look like sand in this beach sensory bin! Dont forget to add vegetation, shells, and other things youd find on the beach. Seashells are the perfect item for a seashell sensory bin since theyre all so different. You can add aquarium rocks, plastic sea animals, and dont
forget about the small fish nets. Feel the ocean! This ocean sensory bag is so easy to make! Its full of sea animals, blue water, sparkles, and is mess free! Sensory bags are great when you want a mess free alternative to a sensory bin. Plus, this ocean sensory bag is just as fun! All you need is a Ziploc bag, blue shower gel, plastic sea animals and tape
to ensure that sucker stays closed. This fish sensory bag is super easy to make. Grab a Ziploc bag, duct tape, hair gel, liquid colors in blue, glitter, and wooden ocean shapes. Enjoy the beach without travelling and without the mess! Blue hair gel, glitter, beads, and foam ocean animals are all you need. This beach in a bag craft is super easy to put
together. This blue ocean sensory bag really embodies the deep blue sea. Color the hair gel with pain to get the deep blue loveliness that is the sea. Dont forget sparkles and fishies! An ocean squishy bag is perfect for smaller kids. All you need is a baggie, hair gel, blue food coloring, and coral reef and underwater figurines. Finding Dory is one of our
favorite movies! You know who else is in the ocean? Thats right, Dory! Your kids will love this Finding Dory sensory bottle! Calm down with this ocean sensory bottle. All you need is an old water bottle (They used Voss), glow in the dark aquarium shells, and water. Watch as the colored shells go to and fro in the water. Help your little one relax with
this ocean in the bottle. It works as a calming bottle and your child can watch the seashells swish back and forth and watch the glitter settle.Fill the sink with blue water and use foam to create pads and boats. Then let your child play with plastic ocean figurines, fishes, and seashells. Water play is so much fun. Love turtles? Then turn this little pool
into a water table using toy turtles, flora, and stones.dont forget the water. This turtle themed water table is a ton fun. Water, water beads, and mechanical fish is all you need for this simple, but fun ocean sensory bin.Grab an old mirror, sand, glass pebbles, plastic sea critters, and and seashells. Theyll be able to play, touch different textures, and
even see their reflections. Theyll have to play gentle with this ocean sensory play though. Glass pebbles on a mirror could be a little rough. This ocean sensory table is filled with bath beads, rocks, fishes, divers and even a truck! Learn about the ocean as well as land and air with this fun sensory table. This earth sensory table explores (most, no fire
for obvious reasons) elements of the earth. This is a fun way to not only learn about the Earth, but about the elements as well. Lets make an ocean themed lunch! Octopus and fish is whats for lunch! Dont worry its not a real octopus! This healthy-ish lunch is perfect for anyone who loves the ocean. Make your childs lunch fun with this under the sea
themed lunch. Turn pitas into boats, pastas into waves. Turn their veggies into fishes! Pitas that look like the ocean with a whale? Fruit and veggies cut up to look like an ocean habitat? Yes please! This ocean bento is super adorable. Make another ocean bento box with ocean friends. Use little toothpicks with whales on them to make it look more
festive. Make couscous with little carrot fishes and top yogurt with star sprinkles.If you have a preschooler or toddler you have probably seen the show Octonauts. During the show they sometimes enjoy fish biscuits, and while these may not be the exact same, your kids will love eating these Octonauts fish biscuits. These devilled eggs look like little
sail boats. Theyre tasty, with a touch of paprika, and have pepper sails. This healthy ocean snack is perfect for lunch time or snack time! It looks like a sea turtle but has delicious fruit and bread! I wont lie I would probably add some delicious nut butter or a smear of cream cheese or yogurt to make it even tastier. Ocean playdough is fun to make! This
blue ocean play dough recipe is fun to make and play with seashells or other sea toys. Take playdough and squish it out. Then use seashells as stamps! Look at the patterns they leave behind. Shells and playdough are a fun combination. I love this ocean slime! Its blue and sparkly. I love all things sparkly though. Dont forget to add little sea creatures
and then stretch, pull, and squish the slime! Which ocean craft or activity is your favorite? Which one will you be trying out? Oh, how I love a good preschool ocean theme! Of course, the following ideas would be wonderful for a kindergarten ocean theme, too! Or adapt them for older children, as well! This collection isbroken down into categories so
you can find exactly what you want- arts and crafts, sensory bins, science, play doughs, math, literacy, and snacks. Let the kiddos get creative as they learn about the ocean: Hands-on sensory play ideas for an ocean theme: Activities for your little oceanographers: Sensory meets arts/crafts for more ocean fun: Ocean math ideas to get the kiddos
counting and sorting: Ways to encourage literacy learning during a preschool ocean theme: Make those snacks even better with these ocean twists: Would you add any other ideas to this preschool ocean theme? Let me know your favorites in the comments below! The possibilities are endless when it comes to an ocean theme in preschool. And I
always found that it was one of my students favorite things to explore and learn about. So, maybe youre looking for some inspiration to create your own ocean activities. Check out the items in the list below for a little bit of ocean inspiration! I may get commissions for purchases made through links in this post. Check out Fun-A-Days early childhood
themes page for more themed fun and learning! Save time and get right to the playful learning with ourprintable lesson plan sets. Each set includes over 30 playful learning activities related to the theme, and weve provided different versions for home preschool families and classroom teachers so all activities are geared directly toward your needs.
Grab the plans here >>> Preschool Classroom | Home Preschool Originally published on June 20, 2014 Have you ever watched as a child stares into an aquarium with awe? Whether it is the song Baby Beluga or the movie Finding Nemo, kids love all things ocean! So you know theyll be eager to dive into this collection of ocean activities. Whether it is
a science experiment to see how fish breathe underwater, an art lesson where students create their own underwater scene, or a writing prompt about the ocean, students will learn all about our watery planet. Come on in the waters fine! FEATURED PICK Make a splashwith Wild Classrooms free Sea Turtles and Oceans Toolkit. This ready-to-use
resource helps students learn aboutocean ecosystems by providing an educators guide, presentation,and fun, cross-curricular activities. You will also get bonus resources like quizzes and a video playlist, offering diverse ways to enrich your lessons. It is a great way to build critical thinking skills and inspire a love for ocean conservation. Get WWFs
Wild Classroom Sea Turtle ToolkitA Little Pinch of Perfect Turn an old water bottle into a mini-aquarium. Sand, shells, and plastic sea creatures bring the ocean to you anytime. Learn more: Ocean in a BottleFun Learning for Kids Round up shells, toy sea animals, and maybe even a boat or two, then drop them into a bin of water. Every kid will enjoy
splashing around while they learn! Learn more: Alphabet Ocean Sensory BinThe Imagination Tree Ask your friends and family to save their egg cartons in the weeks before you plan on doing this project. Once ready, have your students paint their cartons. Finally, have them decorate their scenes using a variety of underwater objects and stickers.
Learn more:Ocean in an Egg CartonSmithsonian Ocean Just as youd expect from the Smithsonian, this website is full of information, photos, and more ocean activities. Youll even find free lesson plans for teachersscore! Learn more:Smithsonian OceanKC Edventures Learn the zones of the ocean with these clever bottles. Simply use food coloring to
dye the water deeper shades of blue to represent the amount of sunlight that reaches each zone, then add a representative sea animal toy. Learn more:Ocean Zones for KidsA Little Pinch of Perfect Grab some blue paint sample strips and label them to represent the ocean layers. Then add stickers or drawings of corresponding animals to each layer.
Learn more:Ocean Zones CraftsLittle Bins for Little Hands This simple science experiment will help kids better understand how fish breathe underwater. Before beginning, pick your students brains to see what they already know or suspect about how fish breathe. Learn more:How Do Fish Breathe?Living Porpoisefully Heres one more way to learn
about the layers of the ocean. Use crepe paper to upcycle a plastic container, then get free printables at the link to add to your creation. Learn more:Ocean Zones Upcycled Craft Activity for KidsWildest Places Every streaming service is loaded with nature documentaries. Disney+ has an especially robust collection thats perfect for kids. On Amazon,
tryWildest PlacesorOcean Mysteries. Netflixs newOur Planet serieshas episodes on coastal seas and high seas.Marine Life Encyclopedia Looking for online ocean activities? Try the Marine Life Encyclopedia. Kids will get in-depth information about all their favorite sea creatures, from sharks to otters. Learn more:Marine Life EncyclopediaLife Over Cs
This cool demo uses hot and cold water mixed with a little food coloring to demonstrate how ocean currents form. (The plastic sea animals are just for fun!) Learn more:Ocean Currents ScienceLittle Bins for Little Hands A layer of oil floating on the water helps make wave action more obvious. You can do ocean activities like this one in person or as an
online demo. Learn more:Ocean WavesScience Kiddo Kids may be surprised to learn that its actually easier to float in salt water than fresh water. This experiment proves it! Learn more:Salt Water ExperimentBuggy and Buddy This fun activity works equally well for little ones who are working on number recognition and slightly older students who
are already working on addition. It will require a little bit of preparation on your end, but the end result is so fun! Learn more:Fishing for NumbersDive and DiscoverHomeschool Giveaways Want to explore a wide variety of sea animals? Then grab this free printable 60-page notebook. Each page includes space for kids to fill in the information and add
their own illustrations. Learn more:Ocean Animals Notebooking Research Journal2 Literacy Teachers Heres another way to explore sea creatures. Each student chooses their own favorite, then dives deep to learn all about it. Have kids give a presentation, design a slideshow, or even make their own documentary. Learn more:Ocean Research
ProjectBuggy and Buddy We love that this art project shows students a different way of using both paint and chalk or pastels. Begin by creating the sunset or ocean water with chalk or pastels, then dip your finger in white tempera paint and watch as the color spreads. Finally, cut out ocean animals, coral reefs, or boats to add to your scene. Learn
more:Ocean Scenes Using Chalk and Tempera PaintCraft Play Learn How adorable are these? They were made using wooden eggs, but plastic ones would work well too. Learn more:Ocean Creatures CraftLittle Bins for Little Hands Pull out the tub of LEGO bricks and set kids free to create! Show them these pics for inspiration, then see what they can
come up with on their own. Learn more:LEGO Sea CreaturesCrafty Morning Youll be surprised at how easy this impressive painting is to create. Pick up a bag of disposable forks and get ready for undersea fun! Learn more:Kids Puffer Fish CraftPrimary Theme Park Heres another surprisingly easy ocean craft for kids. Cut disposable sponges into
coral shapes, then stamp an underwater scene. Learn more:Coral Reef Art ProjectHunny Im Home If allergies arent a concern, you can whip up these adorable snacks for your students. If allergies are a concern, you can always send the recipe home. Vanilla pudding dyed blue makes for perfect water, and graham cracker crumbs are the perfect
stand-in for sand. Add some Swedish Fish and a little umbrella for good measure! Learn more:Cute Beach-Themed SnacksCrafting Chicks Starfish, more properly known as sea stars, come in a wide variety of sizes and designs. Have kids sculpt their own from salt dough or Play-Doh. Learn more:Salt Dough Starfish Kids CraftKrokotak No whale craft
is complete without a spout of water from the blowhole! All you need is a pack of paper plates to get started. Learn more:Paper Plate WhaleKC Edventures Did you know that blue whales are the largest creatureeverto have lived on Earth? Theyre even bigger than dinosaurs! Head to the playground with some sidewalk chalk and a tape measure to see
if you can draw a life-size blue whale model. Learn more:Outdoor Ocean STEM Activityl Heart Crafty Things The secret to this cool marbleized pattern? Shaving cream! This is one technique that never fails to impress. Learn more:Seahorse Craft for KidsFirst Palette Kids will definitely love personalizing their beach scenes. You can use air-dry clay or
salt dough to create the sand side of your ocean scene. Learn more:Mini Beach Craftl Heart Arts n Crafts Re-create the translucent bell of a jellyfish with tissue paper, then hang ribbon tentacles for a pretty ocean craft youll love to display. Learn more:Suncatcher Jellyfish Kids CraftThe Best Ideas for Kids We love that this craft encourages reusing
rather than throwing away since kids will be upcycling their favorite cereals box. Be sure to provide kids with plenty of variety in stones, colored card stock, etc., so they can really personalize their aquariums. Learn more:Cereal Box Aquarium Have you ever watched as a child stares into an aquarium with awe? Whether it is the song Baby Beluga or
the movie Finding Nemo, kids love all things ocean! So you know theyll be eager to dive into this collection of ocean activities. Whether it is a science experiment to see how fish breathe underwater, an art lesson where students create their own underwater scene, or a writing prompt about the ocean, students will learn all about our watery planet.
Come on in the waters fine! FEATURED PICK Make a splashwith Wild Classrooms free Sea Turtles and Oceans Toolkit. This ready-to-use resource helps students learn aboutocean ecosystems by providing an educators guide, presentation,and fun, cross-curricular activities. You will also get bonus resources like quizzes and a video playlist, offering
diverse ways to enrich your lessons. It is a great way to build critical thinking skills and inspire a love for ocean conservation. Get WWFs Wild Classroom Sea Turtle ToolkitA Little Pinch of Perfect Turn an old water bottle into a mini-aquarium. Sand, shells, and plastic sea creatures bring the ocean to you anytime. Learn more: Ocean in a BottleFun
Learning for Kids Round up shells, toy sea animals, and maybe even a boat or two, then drop them into a bin of water. Every kid will enjoy splashing around while they learn! Learn more: Alphabet Ocean Sensory BinThe Imagination Tree Ask your friends and family to save their egg cartons in the weeks before you plan on doing this project. Once
ready, have your students paint their cartons. Finally, have them decorate their scenes using a variety of underwater objects and stickers. Learn more:Ocean in an Egg CartonSmithsonian Ocean Just as youd expect from the Smithsonian, this website is full of information, photos, and more ocean activities. Youll even find free lesson plans for
teachersscore! Learn more:Smithsonian OceanKC Edventures Learn the zones of the ocean with these clever bottles. Simply use food coloring to dye the water deeper shades of blue to represent the amount of sunlight that reaches each zone, then add a representative sea animal toy. Learn more:Ocean Zones for KidsA Little Pinch of Perfect Grab
some blue paint sample strips and label them to represent the ocean layers. Then add stickers or drawings of corresponding animals to each layer. Learn more:Ocean Zones CraftsLittle Bins for Little Hands This simple science experiment will help kids better understand how fish breathe underwater. Before beginning, pick your students brains to see
what they already know or suspect about how fish breathe. Learn more:How Do Fish Breathe?Living Porpoisefully Heres one more way to learn about the layers of the ocean. Use crepe paper to upcycle a plastic container, then get free printables at the link to add to your creation. Learn more:Ocean Zones Upcycled Craft Activity for KidsWildest
Places Every streaming service is loaded with nature documentaries. Disney+ has an especially robust collection thats perfect for kids. On Amazon, tryWildest PlacesorOcean Mysteries. Netflixs newOur Planet serieshas episodes on coastal seas and high seas.Marine Life Encyclopedia Looking for online ocean activities? Try the Marine Life
Encyclopedia. Kids will get in-depth information about all their favorite sea creatures, from sharks to otters. Learn more:Marine Life EncyclopediaLife Over Cs This cool demo uses hot and cold water mixed with a little food coloring to demonstrate how ocean currents form. (The plastic sea animals are just for fun!) Learn more:Ocean Currents
Sciencelittle Bins for Little Hands A layer of oil floating on the water helps make wave action more obvious. You can do ocean activities like this one in person or as an online demo. Learn more:Ocean WavesScience Kiddo Kids may be surprised to learn that its actually easier to float in salt water than fresh water. This experiment proves it! Learn
more:Salt Water ExperimentBuggy and Buddy This fun activity works equally well for little ones who are working on number recognition and slightly older students who are already working on addition. It will require a little bit of preparation on your end, but the end result is so fun! Learn more:Fishing for NumbersDive and DiscoverHomeschool
Giveaways Want to explore a wide variety of sea animals? Then grab this free printable 60-page notebook. Each page includes space for kids to fill in the information and add their own illustrations. Learn more:Ocean Animals Notebooking Research Journal2 Literacy Teachers Heres another way to explore sea creatures. Each student chooses their
own favorite, then dives deep to learn all about it. Have kids give a presentation, design a slideshow, or even make their own documentary. Learn more:Ocean Research ProjectBuggy and Buddy We love that this art project shows students a different way of using both paint and chalk or pastels. Begin by creating the sunset or ocean water with chalk
or pastels, then dip your finger in white tempera paint and watch as the color spreads. Finally, cut out ocean animals, coral reefs, or boats to add to your scene. Learn more:Ocean Scenes Using Chalk and Tempera PaintCraft Play Learn How adorable are these? They were made using wooden eggs, but plastic ones would work well too. Learn
more:Ocean Creatures CraftLittle Bins for Little Hands Pull out the tub of LEGO bricks and set kids free to create! Show them these pics for inspiration, then see what they can come up with on their own. Learn more:LEGO Sea CreaturesCrafty Morning Youll be surprised at how easy this impressive painting is to create. Pick up a bag of disposable
forks and get ready for undersea fun! Learn more:Kids Puffer Fish CraftPrimary Theme Park Heres another surprisingly easy ocean craft for kids. Cut disposable sponges into coral shapes, then stamp an underwater scene. Learn more:Coral Reef Art ProjectHunny Im Home If allergies arent a concern, you can whip up these adorable snacks for your
students. If allergies are a concern, you can always send the recipe home. Vanilla pudding dyed blue makes for perfect water, and graham cracker crumbs are the perfect stand-in for sand. Add some Swedish Fish and a little umbrella for good measure! Learn more:Cute Beach-Themed SnacksCrafting Chicks Starfish, more properly known as sea
stars, come in a wide variety of sizes and designs. Have kids sculpt their own from salt dough or Play-Doh. Learn more:Salt Dough Starfish Kids CraftKrokotak No whale craft is complete without a spout of water from the blowhole! All you need is a pack of paper plates to get started. Learn more:Paper Plate WhaleKC Edventures Did you know that
blue whales are the largest creatureeverto have lived on Earth? Theyre even bigger than dinosaurs! Head to the playground with some sidewalk chalk and a tape measure to see if you can draw a life-size blue whale model. Learn more:Outdoor Ocean STEM Activityl Heart Crafty Things The secret to this cool marbleized pattern? Shaving cream! This
is one technique that never fails to impress. Learn more:Seahorse Craft for KidsFirst Palette Kids will definitely love personalizing their beach scenes. You can use air-dry clay or salt dough to create the sand side of your ocean scene. Learn more:Mini Beach Craftl Heart Arts n Crafts Re-create the translucent bell of a jellyfish with tissue paper, then
hang ribbon tentacles for a pretty ocean craft youll love to display. Learn more:Suncatcher Jellyfish Kids CraftThe Best Ideas for Kids We love that this craft encourages reusing rather than throwing away since kids will be upcycling their favorite cereals box. Be sure to provide kids with plenty of variety in stones, colored card stock, etc., so they can
really personalize their aquariums. Learn more:Cereal Box Aquarium The ocean fascinates young children and is one of the most popular preschool themes. Depending on your location, you can also connect this theme with creeks, rivers, bays, or lakes. How do you introduce the ocean to preschoolers? Here is a list of hands-on, fun ocean activities for
preschool and kindergarten kids, with ideas for movement, games, sensory activities, art, stories, songs and more! The busy environment found in and around the water provides opportunities for many different types of ocean-themed gross motor activities for kids. Make cards to draw from or a wooden cube to be thrown as a die. On each card or side
of the cube, draw symbols to represent the actions children will perform. Here are some possibilities: Swimmer (rotate arms and head) Crab (walk on hands and feet with face toward the ceiling) Jellyfish (wave arms) Anchor (slowly sink to the ground) Turtle (swim or walk slowly on the ground) Dolphin (jump out of the water)Boater (row a boat with
arms) Clam (open and shut arms like a clamshell) Seal (clap) Eel (slither) Starfish (stretch arms) Shark (open mouths wide) Offer a selection of blue and white scarves for children to hold while dancing. Play background music or ocean sounds. Encourage children to try each of these movements to the music: Spin Wiggle Wave Swirl Bounce Swish Up
high Down low Swoosh Criss-cross Play this fun ocean movement activity video for kids to dance along with their scarves. Here are two ocean games to play with your kids. This game is much likeDuck, Duck Goose, exceptplayers must name things they could find in or near the ocean. This game can be played indoors or outdoors, giving each child a
chance to exercise. Heres a demonstration of the game Charlie Over the Ocean. Make simple fishing poles out of dowels, string and magnets. Cut felt or coloured paper into fish shapes, attaching magnets. Children fish to see who has the days biggest catch. For an extra challenge, add a number or letter of the alphabet to each fish, to be named when
caught. Kids love the feel of water or sand slipping through their fingers (or toes). Offer these materials, to be experienced in a variety of ways: Fill your sand and water table, or other large containers, with sand or water, adding natural ocean materials and plastic sea creatures for children to explore. Make a batch of your favourite homemade
playdough and add some sand for texture. During play, children can flatten the dough and press a variety of shells into it to make prints. The book Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister contains beautiful visuals that can lead to ocean art activities for preschoolers: Cut plain paper plates into large fish shapes and provide various bright materials, such as
tissue paper, foil, sequins, and glitter, for children to decorate. Connect several together with string to hang from the ceiling. Offer a variety of materials, cutouts and markers for children to make an ocean scene on large rolled paper or on a large expanse of cardboard. Add sand to glue for extra texture and interest. From fantasy to non-fiction, books
for kids about the ocean are a great way to dive into this theme. While you can find many titles at home, in the library, or online, here are a few ocean books to consider: Commotion in the Ocean by Giles Andreae is a rhyming alphabet book. The Mermaid by Jan Brett is the beautifully illustrated story of a Japanese mermaid, Kiniro. Mr. Seahorse by
Eric Carle is a charming tale of fathers in the sea who take care of their young. The Snail and the Whale, a rhyming book by Julia Donaldson about a snail who hitches a ride on the tail of a humpback whale and sets off on a trip around the world. Music is always a great way to start any theme. Many songs and rhymes about the ocean involve
movement with the hands and fingers. One, two, three, four, fiveOnce I caught a fish alive,Six, seven, eight, nine, ten,Then I let it go again. Why did you let it go?Because it bit my finger so.Which finger did it bite?This little finger on my right. Sing along with the hand and finger movements: Sing this fun song to the popular tune of The Wheels on the
Bus. The sharks in the ocean go chomp, chomp, chomp,Chomp, chomp, chomp,Chomp, chomp, chomp.The sharks in the ocean go chomp, chomp, chompAll day long Repeat, replacing the creature and the action for each verse: The turtles in the ocean go snap, snap, snap. The crabs in the ocean go click, click, click. The jellyfish in the ocean go wibble,
wobble, wibble. The clams in the ocean go open and shut. The seahorse in the ocean rocks back and forth. [source] Here are 8 of the best ocean songs for preschoolers. Kids are always ready to play pretend. Offer puppets, toys and props that lend themselves to your ocean theme. Invite kids to wear their bathing suits, sunglasses and flip-flops for a
beach party. Use beach towels instead of chairs, play beach-themed music, and serve healthy beach picnic snacks. After sharing ocean-themed books and videos, provide children with puppets and props to dramatize the stories. Water, sand, and the many creatures that live near and in the ocean make perfect topics of study for science. You can also
delve into the topic of water with these simple water experiments. Provide small labelled containers of natural sand from various locations, along with plastic magnifying glasses. Kids are usually amazed to discover that particles of many different colours of rocks and other elements work together to form the sand that looks like a solid colour from a
distance. Fill a clear canning jar or plastic water bottle half full with water. Add blue food colouring. Fill the rest of the container with baby oil or vegetable oil. Seal the cap tightly, then tilt the container on its side and gently move it to create waves in the ocean. This can lead to discussions of density (water and oil) or what makes ocean waves. Shells,
stones, driftwood and creatures are all things that can be found at the shore. Use them to count, sort, form into patterns, and recognize shapes, strengthening childrens early math skills. Share the counting book written in rhyme called Seashells by the Seashore by Marianne Berkes. Kids practise counting and learn facts about 12 basic types of
seashells. The paperback version includes tear-out pages of the shells to take along on a visit to the beach. Extra sets could also be copied for larger groups. Provide various types of shells or picture cards that represent them. Challenge kids to sort them by type, size, shape or colour. The same can be accomplished with other kinds of natural items
found at the beach, such as interesting stones. Real visits to the shore are certainly among the favourite ocean activities for preschoolers. While there, they can collect items, help you take photos and videos, and safely soak up some sun. Later on, children can use memories of those experiences to draw scenes and tell stories. I hope youve enjoyed
these simple ocean activities for preschoolers. Oh, how I love a good preschool ocean theme! Of course, the following ideas would be wonderful for a kindergarten ocean theme, too! Or adapt them for older children, as well! This collection isbroken down into categories so you can find exactly what you want- arts and crafts, sensory bins, science, play
doughs, math, literacy, and snacks. Let the kiddos get creative as they learn about the ocean: Hands-on sensory play ideas for an ocean theme: Activities for your little oceanographers: Sensory meets arts/crafts for more ocean fun: Ocean math ideas to get the kiddos counting and sorting: Ways to encourage literacy learning during a preschool ocean
theme: Make those snacks even better with these ocean twists: Would you add any other ideas to this preschool ocean theme? Let me know your favorites in the comments below! The possibilities are endless when it comes to an ocean theme in preschool. And I always found that it was one of my students favorite things to explore and learn about. So,
maybe youre looking for some inspiration to create your own ocean activities. Check out the items in the list below for a little bit of ocean inspiration! I may get commissions for purchases made through links in this post. Check out Fun-A-Days early childhood themes page for more themed fun and learning! Save time and get right to the playful
learning with ourprintable lesson plan sets. Each set includes over 30 playful learning activities related to the theme, and weve provided different versions for home preschool families and classroom teachers so all activities are geared directly toward your needs. Grab the plans here >>> Preschool Classroom | Home Preschool Originally published on
June 20, 2014 Home Blog Educational Activities 18 Ocean STEM Activities for KidsThis post may include affiliate links. If purchases are made using these links, we may receive a small commission, at no additional cost to you! Please see our full Disclosure Policy here. Head under the sea with these cool ocean STEM activities & projects for kids!Were
diving down deep today to explore ocean zones, marine animals and more with these amazing STEM ocean activities that are perfect for a little summer learning!If your kids are fans of whales, sharks and the big blue sea, theyll LOVE these hands-on ocean science activities! The underwater world is so intriguing to kids (and adults for that matter
Theres so much we dont yet know about the ocean and its contents which makes it the perfect subject to intrigue young minds.One of my favorite things about ocean projects is the beautiful colors!And the fact that they ocean activities almost always involve water which is a big bonus during the hot days of summer Here are a few of our favorite
ocean projects along with affiliates links to books and others items that are perfect for some under-the-sea fun! Before you get started, you may want to read a few ocean-related science books. One of our favorite non-fiction science series is the Lets Read & Find Out Science books! They come in different reading levels and are perfect for kids who are
always asking why? and how?!For ocean life, try these:Life in a Coral Reef explores who lives in a coral reef and why reefs are so important to the ocean ecosystems!Sharks Have Six Senses is a great non-fiction book for kids who are enthralled with sharks. LOTS of cool facts included!How Deep Is the Ocean? an introduction to the various ocean
zones, what you find as you travel through ocean layers and what exists at the bottom of the big blue sea!Whats It Like to Be a Fish? a fun look at life as a fish with details about how life in the ocean is different from life on land.Plus, be sure to check out our list of fun Ocean Activities and Books for Kids too!! Ocean Science ActivitiesLearn why the
ocean looks blue with this Layers of the Ocean science project! || Edventures with KidsLearn about life underwater with Professor Noggins Life in the Ocean cards || AmazonGrab this FREE prinable Under the Sea Scavenger Hunt & use live webcams to find all the items || Edventures with KidsWatch for the tide to go out and then explore your own
tide pool || Amy PessolanoCheck out the Ocean Science Unit printable pack for LOTS of learning activities! || EtsyExplore sea-side habitats and tides on your next beach visit || Edventures with KidsTry hunting for Shark Teeth! || The Educators Spin on It (and dont worry if you strike out; you can actually buy your own Shark Teeth on Amazon Ocean-
themed Math ProjectsDraw a Life-size Whale and see just how big they are with this easy math activity || Edventures with KidsCreate ocean zones using sidewalk chalk with this Ocean Layers STEM Activity scale model || Edventures with KidsPractice counting with a Shark Number Sensory Bin || Living Montessori NowCreate your own Ocean Slime ||
Little Bins for Little HandsPractice adding and number sequencing with Ocean Raiders, an award-winning math game || Amazon Under the Sea STEM: Engineering ProjectsBuild your own Ocean in a Jar || Edventures with KidsConstruct a Cartesian Diver Experiment || Wise Owl FactoryMake your own Tide Pool to explore Ocean Science || Buggy &
BuddyBuild Ocean Animals from LEGOs to play in the slime! || Little Bins for Little Hands Ocean Animal Science ActivitiesLearn about Stingrays with these Fun Facts for Kids || Edventures with KidsDid you know a group of sharks is called a shiver? Learn the names of Ocean animal groups with this FREE printable || Edventures with KidsPrint these
gorgeous Ocean Animal families & Whales mini-posters || EtsyLearn How Sharks Float || Preschool Powol PacketsExplore marine life with an Ocean Sensory Table || Stir the WonderDiscover more about whales with a Whale Sensory Bin || Living Montessori NowKids will LOVE this Search & Find Ocean Animal Puzzle with more than 40 types of sea
animals! || Amazon More Ocean Activities for Kids:Keep exploring with these fun activities focused on ocean animals and life at the beach!10 Books for a Day at the Beach 8 Ocean & Beach Activities Have you ever watched as a child stares into an aquarium with awe? Whether it is the song Baby Beluga or the movie Finding Nemo, kids love all things
ocean! So you know theyll be eager to dive into this collection of ocean activities. Whether it is a science experiment to see how fish breathe underwater, an art lesson where students create their own underwater scene, or a writing prompt about the ocean, students will learn all about our watery planet. Come on in the waters fine! FEATURED PICK
Make a splashwith Wild Classrooms free Sea Turtles and Oceans Toolkit. This ready-to-use resource helps students learn aboutocean ecosystems by providing an educators guide, presentation,and fun, cross-curricular activities. You will also get bonus resources like quizzes and a video playlist, offering diverse ways to enrich your lessons. It is a great
way to build critical thinking skills and inspire a love for ocean conservation. Get WWFs Wild Classroom Sea Turtle ToolkitA Little Pinch of Perfect Turn an old water bottle into a mini-aquarium. Sand, shells, and plastic sea creatures bring the ocean to you anytime. Learn more: Ocean in a BottleFun Learning for Kids Round up shells, toy sea animals,
and maybe even a boat or two, then drop them into a bin of water. Every kid will enjoy splashing around while they learn! Learn more: Alphabet Ocean Sensory BinThe Imagination Tree Ask your friends and family to save their egg cartons in the weeks before you plan on doing this project. Once ready, have your students paint their cartons. Finally,
have them decorate their scenes using a variety of underwater objects and stickers. Learn more:Ocean in an Egg CartonSmithsonian Ocean Just as youd expect from the Smithsonian, this website is full of information, photos, and more ocean activities. Youll even find free lesson plans for teachersscore! Learn more:Smithsonian OceanKC Edventures
Learn the zones of the ocean with these clever bottles. Simply use food coloring to dye the water deeper shades of blue to represent the amount of sunlight that reaches each zone, then add a representative sea animal toy. Learn more:Ocean Zones for KidsA Little Pinch of Perfect Grab some blue paint sample strips and label them to represent the
ocean layers. Then add stickers or drawings of corresponding animals to each layer. Learn more:Ocean Zones CraftsLittle Bins for Little Hands This simple science experiment will help kids better understand how fish breathe underwater. Before beginning, pick your students brains to see what they already know or suspect about how fish breathe.
Learn more:How Do Fish Breathe?Living Porpoisefully Heres one more way to learn about the layers of the ocean. Use crepe paper to upcycle a plastic container, then get free printables at the link to add to your creation. Learn more:Ocean Zones Upcycled Craft Activity for KidsWildest Places Every streaming service is loaded with nature
documentaries. Disney+ has an especially robust collection thats perfect for kids. On Amazon, tryWildest PlacesorOcean Mysteries. Netflixs newOur Planet serieshas episodes on coastal seas and high seas.Marine Life Encyclopedia Looking for online ocean activities? Try the Marine Life Encyclopedia. Kids will get in-depth information about all their
favorite sea creatures, from sharks to otters. Learn more:Marine Life EncyclopediaLife Over Cs This cool demo uses hot and cold water mixed with a little food coloring to demonstrate how ocean currents form. (The plastic sea animals are just for fun!) Learn more:Ocean Currents SciencelLittle Bins for Little Hands A layer of oil floating on the water
helps make wave action more obvious. You can do ocean activities like this one in person or as an online demo. Learn more:Ocean WavesScience Kiddo Kids may be surprised to learn that its actually easier to float in salt water than fresh water. This experiment proves it! Learn more:Salt Water ExperimentBuggy and Buddy This fun activity works
equally well for little ones who are working on number recognition and slightly older students who are already working on addition. It will require a little bit of preparation on your end, but the end result is so fun! Learn more:Fishing for NumbersDive and DiscoverHomeschool Giveaways Want to explore a wide variety of sea animals? Then grab this
free printable 60-page notebook. Each page includes space for kids to fill in the information and add their own illustrations. Learn more:Ocean Animals Notebooking Research Journal2 Literacy Teachers Heres another way to explore sea creatures. Each student chooses their own favorite, then dives deep to learn all about it. Have kids give a
presentation, design a slideshow, or even make their own documentary. Learn more:Ocean Research ProjectBuggy and Buddy We love that this art project shows students a different way of using both paint and chalk or pastels. Begin by creating the sunset or ocean water with chalk or pastels, then dip your finger in white tempera paint and watch as
the color spreads. Finally, cut out ocean animals, coral reefs, or boats to add to your scene. Learn more:Ocean Scenes Using Chalk and Tempera PaintCraft Play Learn How adorable are these? They were made using wooden eggs, but plastic ones would work well too. Learn more:Ocean Creatures CraftLittle Bins for Little Hands Pull out the tub of
LEGO bricks and set kids free to create! Show them these pics for inspiration, then see what they can come up with on their own. Learn more:LEGO Sea CreaturesCrafty Morning Youll be surprised at how easy this impressive painting is to create. Pick up a bag of disposable forks and get ready for undersea fun! Learn more:Kids Puffer Fish
CraftPrimary Theme Park Heres another surprisingly easy ocean craft for kids. Cut disposable sponges into coral shapes, then stamp an underwater scene. Learn more:Coral Reef Art ProjectHunny Im Home If allergies arent a concern, you can whip up these adorable snacks for your students. If allergies are a concern, you can always send the recipe
home. Vanilla pudding dyed blue makes for perfect water, and graham cracker crumbs are the perfect stand-in for sand. Add some Swedish Fish and a little umbrella for good measure! Learn more:Cute Beach-Themed SnacksCrafting Chicks Starfish, more properly known as sea stars, come in a wide variety of sizes and designs. Have kids sculpt their
own from salt dough or Play-Doh. Learn more:Salt Dough Starfish Kids CraftKrokotak No whale craft is complete without a spout of water from the blowhole! All you need is a pack of paper plates to get started. Learn more:Paper Plate WhaleKC Edventures Did you know that blue whales are the largest creatureeverto have lived on Earth? Theyre
even bigger than dinosaurs! Head to the playground with some sidewalk chalk and a tape measure to see if you can draw a life-size blue whale model. Learn more:Outdoor Ocean STEM Activityl Heart Crafty Things The secret to this cool marbleized pattern? Shaving cream! This is one technique that never fails to impress. Learn more:Seahorse Craft
for KidsFirst Palette Kids will definitely love personalizing their beach scenes. You can use air-dry clay or salt dough to create the sand side of your ocean scene. Learn more:Mini Beach Craftl Heart Arts n Crafts Re-create the translucent bell of a jellyfish with tissue paper, then hang ribbon tentacles for a pretty ocean craft youll love to display. Learn
more:Suncatcher Jellyfish Kids CraftThe Best Ideas for Kids We love that this craft encourages reusing rather than throwing away since kids will be upcycling their favorite cereals box. Be sure to provide kids with plenty of variety in stones, colored card stock, etc., so they can really personalize their aquariums. Learn more:Cereal Box Aquarium Have
you ever watched as a child stares into an aquarium with awe? Whether it is the song Baby Beluga or the movie Finding Nemo, kids love all things ocean! So you know theyll be eager to dive into this collection of ocean activities. Whether it is a science experiment to see how fish breathe underwater, an art lesson where students create their own
underwater scene, or a writing prompt about the ocean, students will learn all about our watery planet. Come on in the waters fine! FEATURED PICK Make a splashwith Wild Classrooms free Sea Turtles and Oceans Toolkit. This ready-to-use resource helps students learn aboutocean ecosystems by providing an educators guide, presentation,and fun,
cross-curricular activities. You will also get bonus resources like quizzes and a video playlist, offering diverse ways to enrich your lessons. It is a great way to build critical thinking skills and inspire a love for ocean conservation. Get WWFs Wild Classroom Sea Turtle ToolkitA Little Pinch of Perfect Turn an old water bottle into a mini-aquarium. Sand,
shells, and plastic sea creatures bring the ocean to you anytime. Learn more: Ocean in a BottleFun Learning for Kids Round up shells, toy sea animals, and maybe even a boat or two, then drop them into a bin of water. Every kid will enjoy splashing around while they learn! Learn more: Alphabet Ocean Sensory BinThe Imagination Tree Ask your
friends and family to save their egg cartons in the weeks before you plan on doing this project. Once ready, have your students paint their cartons. Finally, have them decorate their scenes using a variety of underwater objects and stickers. Learn more:Ocean in an Egg CartonSmithsonian Ocean Just as youd expect from the Smithsonian, this website
is full of information, photos, and more ocean activities. Youll even find free lesson plans for teachersscore! Learn more:Smithsonian OceanKC Edventures Learn the zones of the ocean with these clever bottles. Simply use food coloring to dye the water deeper shades of blue to represent the amount of sunlight that reaches each zone, then add a
representative sea animal toy. Learn more:Ocean Zones for KidsA Little Pinch of Perfect Grab some blue paint sample strips and label them to represent the ocean layers. Then add stickers or drawings of corresponding animals to each layer. Learn more:Ocean Zones CraftsLittle Bins for Little Hands This simple science experiment will help kids
better understand how fish breathe underwater. Before beginning, pick your students brains to see what they already know or suspect about how fish breathe. Learn more:How Do Fish Breathe?Living Porpoisefully Heres one more way to learn about the layers of the ocean. Use crepe paper to upcycle a plastic container, then get free printables at the
link to add to your creation. Learn more:Ocean Zones Upcycled Craft Activity for KidsWildest Places Every streaming service is loaded with nature documentaries. Disney+ has an especially robust collection thats perfect for kids. On Amazon, tryWildest PlacesorOcean Mysteries. Netflixs newOur Planet serieshas episodes on coastal seas and high
seas.Marine Life Encyclopedia Looking for online ocean activities? Try the Marine Life Encyclopedia. Kids will get in-depth information about all their favorite sea creatures, from sharks to otters. Learn more:Marine Life EncyclopediaLife Over Cs This cool demo uses hot and cold water mixed with a little food coloring to demonstrate how ocean
currents form. (The plastic sea animals are just for fun!) Learn more:Ocean Currents SciencelLittle Bins for Little Hands A layer of oil floating on the water helps make wave action more obvious. You can do ocean activities like this one in person or as an online demo. Learn more:Ocean WavesScience Kiddo Kids may be surprised to learn that its
actually easier to float in salt water than fresh water. This experiment proves it! Learn more:Salt Water ExperimentBuggy and Buddy This fun activity works equally well for little ones who are working on number recognition and slightly older students who are already working on addition. It will require a little bit of preparation on your end, but the
end result is so fun! Learn more:Fishing for NumbersDive and DiscoverHomeschool Giveaways Want to explore a wide variety of sea animals? Then grab this free printable 60-page notebook. Each page includes space for kids to fill in the information and add their own illustrations. Learn more:Ocean Animals Notebooking Research Journal2 Literacy
Teachers Heres another way to explore sea creatures. Each student chooses their own favorite, then dives deep to learn all about it. Have kids give a presentation, design a slideshow, or even make their own documentary. Learn more:Ocean Research ProjectBuggy and Buddy We love that this art project shows students a different way of using both
paint and chalk or pastels. Begin by creating the sunset or ocean water with chalk or pastels, then dip your finger in white tempera paint and watch as the color spreads. Finally, cut out ocean animals, coral reefs, or boats to add to your scene. Learn more:Ocean Scenes Using Chalk and Tempera PaintCraft Play Learn How adorable are these? They
were made using wooden eggs, but plastic ones would work well too. Learn more:Ocean Creatures CraftLittle Bins for Little Hands Pull out the tub of LEGO bricks and set kids free to create! Show them these pics for inspiration, then see what they can come up with on their own. Learn more:LEGO Sea CreaturesCrafty Morning Youll be surprised at
how easy this impressive painting is to create. Pick up a bag of disposable forks and get ready for undersea fun! Learn more:Kids Puffer Fish CraftPrimary Theme Park Heres another surprisingly easy ocean craft for kids. Cut disposable sponges into coral shapes, then stamp an underwater scene. Learn more:Coral Reef Art ProjectHunny Im Home If
allergies arent a concern, you can whip up these adorable snacks for your students. If allergies are a concern, you can always send the recipe home. Vanilla pudding dyed blue makes for perfect water, and graham cracker crumbs are the perfect stand-in for sand. Add some Swedish Fish and a little umbrella for good measure! Learn more:Cute Beach-
Themed SnacksCrafting Chicks Starfish, more properly known as sea stars, come in a wide variety of sizes and designs. Have kids sculpt their own from salt dough or Play-Doh. Learn more:Salt Dough Starfish Kids CraftKrokotak No whale craft is complete without a spout of water from the blowhole! All you need is a pack of paper plates to get
started. Learn more:Paper Plate WhaleKC Edventures Did you know that blue whales are the largest creatureeverto have lived on Earth? Theyre even bigger than dinosaurs! Head to the playground with some sidewalk chalk and a tape measure to see if you can draw a life-size blue whale model. Learn more:Outdoor Ocean STEM Activityl Heart Crafty
Things The secret to this cool marbleized pattern? Shaving cream! This is one technique that never fails to impress. Learn more:Seahorse Craft for KidsFirst Palette Kids will definitely love personalizing their beach scenes. You can use air-dry clay or salt dough to create the sand side of your ocean scene. Learn more:Mini Beach Craftl Heart Arts n
Crafts Re-create the translucent bell of a jellyfish with tissue paper, then hang ribbon tentacles for a pretty ocean craft youll love to display. Learn more:Suncatcher Jellyfish Kids CraftThe Best Ideas for Kids We love that this craft encourages reusing rather than throwing away since kids will be upcycling their favorite cereals box. Be sure to provide
kids with plenty of variety in stones, colored card stock, etc., so they can really personalize their aquariums. Learn more:Cereal Box Aquarium This page is packed with Ocean Theme Activities for science, art, sensory, fine motor activities, math, literacy, and more. Youll find lots of hands-on learning and easy under the sea activities for preschool and
kindergarten. Whether you are looking for a few ocean-theme printables to add to your unit study or need a whole week of ocean theme ideas, youll find it here. Oceans are vital to all of us. Oceans cover about 70 percent of the Earths surface and contain 97 percent of the Earths water supply. Oceans are amazing and full of life. Oceans affect weather
and temperature and provide food, and approximately 75 percent of our oxygen is produced by marine plants. Your children will enjoy learning about the ocean, ocean animals, and the beach with our ocean-themed printables, crafts, and activities. These ocean theme activities also make for a lot of summer fun. So, if you are not looking for the perfect
unit study, pick one or two ocean activities to set up for fun. Your kids will love it! Engage your childs senses with sensory play. Use a sensory bin filled with items like sand, shells, and toy sea creatures to create an interactive experience. A popular activity is the ocean in a bottle, which visually represents ocean waves and can be a calming
experience for children. Sensory Bin: Fill with materials for a hands-on exploration of texture and shape. Ocean in a Bottle: Craft a mini-ocean scene in a bottle for visual and kinetic discovery. These engaging under-the-sea play ideas for kids. Includes ocean themed sensory play, learningactivities, snacks, party ideas, and crafts perfect for anocean
theme, beachtheme, or summer learning. Encourage your little scientists curiosity with simple sea-related science experiments. Create an ocean in a bottle to teach about ocean currents or waves. Explore marine life through engaging activities that explain the diverse ecosystem found under the sea. affiliate links can be found on this blog at no cost
to you. Developing fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination is crucial for your preschoolers, and Under the Sea Printable Activities are a great way to engage them in this learning. Focused on sea life themes, they help children practice these skills while exploring ocean wonders. Crafts using construction paper: Create colorful sea creatures like
fish, starfish, and crabs with your preschoolers to promote the use of scissors and glue. For example, cutting out pufferfish shapes helps refine their scissor skills, while sticking small pieces of paper onto a cereal box turtle shell aids in precision and control. Sealife and seashells puzzles: Assemble simple puzzles made from laminated pictures of sea
animals. This activity enhances hand-eye coordination and problem-solving abilities. Shark Week themed activities: Use tweezers to place small items like sharks teeth onto shark outlines. This can be especially fun during Shark Week and encourages the precise movement of hand muscles. Ocean Unit Study Writing centers: Equip your writing center
with ocean-themed practice sheets. These pages can have dotted uppercase and lowercase letters to trace, helping preschoolers develop a steady hand. Incorporate images of turtles and other sea creatures beside each letter to keep the activity engaging. Ocean unit study: Bring an overall sea life theme to your classroom with Under the Sea
Printable Activities that include placing plastic sea creatures into their correct habitats. This builds knowledge about sea animals and refines fine motor skills as kids place them with care. Pre-K printable fun: For the youngest learners, simple activities like threading yarn through holes in laminated sea animals can be satisfying and beneficial for
motor development. After laminating the printables, they become durable enough for repeated use. Incorporating these activities into your daily routine provides an enjoyable way for your children to develop critical fine motor skills tied to a theme theyre naturally curious about. Thumbprint Ocean Animals with Ocean Theme Printables Coral Reef
Activities for Preschoolers and Kindergarten DIY Magnetic Fish Game Ocean Science Table What do you think? Are you ready for an Ocean adventure? Whether its an ocean theme sensory play, a fun ocean craft idea, or learning about ocean animals, I think youll find many great ocean activities for kids. Jellyfish Craft Jiggly Slime and Jellyfish
Activities Paper Plate Fish Craft Under the Sea Preschool For more resources, printables, and activities related to the ocean and its inhabitants, please visit theUnder the Sea Activitiespage and thisUnder the Sea Pinterest board. Whether planning a visit to the beach or setting up an under-the-sea theme in the classroom, these ocean activities are the
perfect opportunity to teach kids about the ocean, including sea animals, with hands-on play! Fun ocean science experiments and ocean crafts to learn, discover, and explore one of the best places on Earth: the beach! Pin Every summer we have the chance to visit the ocean for a couple of weeks. What a wonderful time it is exploring the beaches and
the tidal pools. Each year we explore a bit more and learn a bit more. NOTE: You can do all of the activities below even if you DO NOT live by the ocean or even plan to visit one. These ocean activities are a MUST TRY for anyone who loves the ocean and ocean animals. Our ocean activities, including ocean science topics, are inspired by our time in
the ocean. These ocean activities and ocean crafts for elementary are an opportunity to build simple skills, make observations, and discover changes happening in the ocean. I cant wait to see what this summer will bring! Explore more summer science here! There are so many ocean activities to explore!Check out all our fun ideas below for easy ocean
play and learning! Ocean theme activities also pair well with our Earth Day activities! Teach kids how to care for our Earth, which includes the oceans and amazing sea animals! We have many free printable ocean worksheets and activities. Check out the various science and art projects you can download for free today. Youll also find color-by-number,
pattern blocks, and more fun mini-packs! Make an icy ocean sensory bin that will keep the kiddos engaged as they free sea creatures from the icy, frozen ocean! Create this sand and aquarium grave ocean sensory bin and grab the free sea creatures coloring book. Here is an ocean sensory bottle that is fun for young kids to make and explore. Whip up
the best fluffy slime ever for a hands-on ocean slime activity for kids! Decorate with shells and gems or small plastic sea creatures! Swirling ocean waves of color! Here is another way to make ocean slime. Explore 3 ways to create your own gorgeous and playful ocean in a bottle. Pin Pin Pin We have divided these fun and easy ocean activities into 3
groups for you; ocean science topics, ocean building activities (learn about sea animals), and ocean crafts. Click on the titles below for the full supply list and step by step instructions for each ocean activity. Enjoy ocean experiments that will introduce kids to the concepts of coastal erosion, ocean acidification, buoyancy and more! Explore what
happens to the coast line when a big storm rolls through.Set up a coastal erosion activity to demonstrate the effects of coastal erosion. Pin Fish are fun to look at in an aquarium or to try to catch in a lake, but did you know that fish breathe too? Learn more about how fish breathe with this simple model to teach kids how fish gills work. Or why is it
that sharks dont sink in the ocean? Learn about how these great fish coast around through the ocean with this simple ocean science activity. Check out more awesome shark week activities here. Explore how squid swim or move through the ocean with this fun squid locomotion activity. Learn more about these fascinating sea creatures! The ocean can
be a chilly place, but there are many mammals who call it home! How do some of our favorite mammals live in such cold conditions? It is to do with something called blubber. Test out how blubber works as an insulator with this blubber experiment. Pin Just like the layers of the earth, the ocean is also made up of layers or ocean zones.Explore the
layers of the ocean with this cool liquid density experiment. Pin Learn about ocean currents with a few simple ingredients you can grab from the kitchen. Make this simple ocean currents model and discover what things cause the movement of water in the ocean. What does the ocean floor look like? Be inspired by scientist and map builder, Marie
Tharp and make your own relief map of the world. Represent the topography or physical features on land and on the ocean floor with easy DIY shaving cream paint. Pin Create anocean wave bottleas a fun way to demonstrate a little bit about how waves work. Combinelearning about the oceanwith a visually appealing sensory bottle for fun and playful
learning for kids. Explore what things clean up oil and what doesnt with this easy ocean science experiment. Get kids thinking about why its important to keep our oceans clean! Pin Many thinkicebergs are completely above water, they are mostly submerged! Explore what happens to ice cubes in different concentrations of saltwater, like icebergs.
Find out what happens to shells when you add them to vinegar. Learn what seashells are made of and why we need to protect our oceans from ocean acidification! Pin Even if you are not interested in theofficial Shark Week, these cool ocean fish have always amazed adults and kids!Check out how to build your own LEGO sharks and grab a free
activity pack. Pin Check out our ocean animal and sea creature ideas, and then make a whale, octopus, and crab. Dont worry if you dont have exactly the right colors, have fun! It also includes free printable ocean LEGO challenges! Pin Learn about the amazing unicorns of the sea, Narwhals with these fun and easy STEM activities. Plus, we share with
you fun facts weve discovered about Narwhals. Pin Make these cute, printable ocean animal crafts using split pins or brads! They move! Pin Create this easy shark paper craft to celebrate Shark Week or add to your ocean theme! Learn about these fascinating ocean creatures with a fun ocean theme art project! Pin Learn fun facts about Narwhals and
create a fantastic Narwhal collage craft with more background ideas to choose from. PinNarwhal Mixed Media This 3D ocean craft is a terrific way to explore how dimensional images can be created. Take your two dimensional ocean activities up a notch with our free printable 3D under the sea template. Pin Create a textured painting inspired by
coral reefs using simple materials like sponges, bubble wrap, and watercolors. Printable coral reef template included! Pin This fun and easy ocean craft will sure to be a hit with your kids.Paint fish inspired byfamous artistJackson Pollock and his style of action painting and abstract art!Free printable included! Pin Make a fun DIY jellyfish that will glow
in the dark, similar to jellyfish in the ocean. Learn fun facts about jellyfish and how they arent fish. PinJellyfish Craft Black glue art with a watercolor background for an awesome ocean craft and STEAM project! PinBlack Glue Jellyfish The perfect ocean background for art projects! Combine a popular kitchen ingredient, salt and a bit of physics for
cool art and science that everyone will love! Pin Have you ever watched as a child stares into an aquarium with awe? Whether it is the song Baby Beluga or the movie Finding Nemo, kids love all things ocean! So you know theyll be eager to dive into this collection of ocean activities. Whether it is a science experiment to see how fish breathe
underwater, an art lesson where students create their own underwater scene, or a writing prompt about the ocean, students will learn all about our watery planet. Come on in the waters fine! FEATURED PICK Make a splashwith Wild Classrooms free Sea Turtles and Oceans Toolkit. This ready-to-use resource helps students learn aboutocean
ecosystems by providing an educators guide, presentation,and fun, cross-curricular activities. You will also get bonus resources like quizzes and a video playlist, offering diverse ways to enrich your lessons. It is a great way to build critical thinking skills and inspire a love for ocean conservation. Get WWFs Wild Classroom Sea Turtle ToolkitA Little
Pinch of Perfect Turn an old water bottle into a mini-aquarium. Sand, shells, and plastic sea creatures bring the ocean to you anytime. Learn more: Ocean in a BottleFun Learning for Kids Round up shells, toy sea animals, and maybe even a boat or two, then drop them into a bin of water. Every kid will enjoy splashing around while they learn! Learn
more: Alphabet Ocean Sensory BinThe Imagination Tree Ask your friends and family to save their egg cartons in the weeks before you plan on doing this project. Once ready, have your students paint their cartons. Finally, have them decorate their scenes using a variety of underwater objects and stickers. Learn more:Ocean in an Egg
CartonSmithsonian Ocean Just as youd expect from the Smithsonian, this website is full of information, photos, and more ocean activities. Youll even find free lesson plans for teachersscore! Learn more:Smithsonian OceanKC Edventures Learn the zones of the ocean with these clever bottles. Simply use food coloring to dye the water deeper shades of
blue to represent the amount of sunlight that reaches each zone, then add a representative sea animal toy. Learn more:Ocean Zones for KidsA Little Pinch of Perfect Grab some blue paint sample strips and label them to represent the ocean layers. Then add stickers or drawings of corresponding animals to each layer. Learn more:Ocean Zones
CraftsLittle Bins for Little Hands This simple science experiment will help kids better understand how fish breathe underwater. Before beginning, pick your students brains to see what they already know or suspect about how fish breathe. Learn more:How Do Fish Breathe?Living Porpoisefully Heres one more way to learn about the layers of the
ocean. Use crepe paper to upcycle a plastic container, then get free printables at the link to add to your creation. Learn more:Ocean Zones Upcycled Craft Activity for KidsWildest Places Every streaming service is loaded with nature documentaries. Disney+ has an especially robust collection thats perfect for kids. On Amazon, tryWildest
PlacesorOcean Mysteries. Netflixs newOur Planet serieshas episodes on coastal seas and high seas.Marine Life Encyclopedia Looking for online ocean activities? Try the Marine Life Encyclopedia. Kids will get in-depth information about all their favorite sea creatures, from sharks to otters. Learn more:Marine Life EncyclopediaLife Over Cs This cool
demo uses hot and cold water mixed with a little food coloring to demonstrate how ocean currents form. (The plastic sea animals are just for fun!) Learn more:Ocean Currents ScienceLittle Bins for Little Hands A layer of oil floating on the water helps make wave action more obvious. You can do ocean activities like this one in person or as an online
demo. Learn more:Ocean WavesScience Kiddo Kids may be surprised to learn that its actually easier to float in salt water than fresh water. This experiment proves it! Learn more:Salt Water ExperimentBuggy and Buddy This fun activity works equally well for little ones who are working on number recognition and slightly older students who are
already working on addition. It will require a little bit of preparation on your end, but the end result is so fun! Learn more:Fishing for NumbersDive and DiscoverHomeschool Giveaways Want to explore a wide variety of sea animals? Then grab this free printable 60-page notebook. Each page includes space for kids to fill in the information and add
their own illustrations. Learn more:Ocean Animals Notebooking Research Journal2 Literacy Teachers Heres another way to explore sea creatures. Each student chooses their own favorite, then dives deep to learn all about it. Have kids give a presentation, design a slideshow, or even make their own documentary. Learn more:Ocean Research
ProjectBuggy and Buddy We love that this art project shows students a different way of using both paint and chalk or pastels. Begin by creating the sunset or ocean water with chalk or pastels, then dip your finger in white tempera paint and watch as the color spreads. Finally, cut out ocean animals, coral reefs, or boats to add to your scene. Learn
more:Ocean Scenes Using Chalk and Tempera PaintCraft Play Learn How adorable are these? They were made using wooden eggs, but plastic ones would work well too. Learn more:Ocean Creatures CraftLittle Bins for Little Hands Pull out the tub of LEGO bricks and set kids free to create! Show them these pics for inspiration, then see what they can
come up with on their own. Learn more:LEGO Sea CreaturesCrafty Morning Youll be surprised at how easy this impressive painting is to create. Pick up a bag of disposable forks and get ready for undersea fun! Learn more:Kids Puffer Fish CraftPrimary Theme Park Heres another surprisingly easy ocean craft for kids. Cut disposable sponges into
coral shapes, then stamp an underwater scene. Learn more:Coral Reef Art ProjectHunny Im Home If allergies arent a concern, you can whip up these adorable snacks for your students. If allergies are a concern, you can always send the recipe home. Vanilla pudding dyed blue makes for perfect water, and graham cracker crumbs are the perfect
stand-in for sand. Add some Swedish Fish and a little umbrella for good measure! Learn more:Cute Beach-Themed SnacksCrafting Chicks Starfish, more properly known as sea stars, come in a wide variety of sizes and designs. Have kids sculpt their own from salt dough or Play-Doh. Learn more:Salt Dough Starfish Kids CraftKrokotak No whale craft
is complete without a spout of water from the blowhole! All you need is a pack of paper plates to get started. Learn more:Paper Plate WhaleKC Edventures Did you know that blue whales are the largest creatureeverto have lived on Earth? Theyre even bigger than dinosaurs! Head to the playground with some sidewalk chalk and a tape measure to see
if you can draw a life-size blue whale model. Learn more:Outdoor Ocean STEM Activityl Heart Crafty Things The secret to this cool marbleized pattern? Shaving cream! This is one technique that never fails to impress. Learn more:Seahorse Craft for KidsFirst Palette Kids will definitely love personalizing their beach scenes. You can use air-dry clay or
salt dough to create the sand side of your ocean scene. Learn more:Mini Beach Craftl Heart Arts n Crafts Re-create the translucent bell of a jellyfish with tissue paper, then hang ribbon tentacles for a pretty ocean craft youll love to display. Learn more:Suncatcher Jellyfish Kids CraftThe Best Ideas for Kids We love that this craft encourages reusing
rather than throwing away since kids will be upcycling their favorite cereals box. Be sure to provide kids with plenty of variety in stones, colored card stock, etc., so they can really personalize their aquariums. Learn more:Cereal Box Aquarium
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